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PARKS PLAN 

Report 
asks to 
spend 
on rec 

By Michael J. Ballway 
and Ryan Schmitt 

aan@turley.com 

Consultants are proposing 
a “bicycle playground” and fa¬ 
cilities designed for senior cit¬ 
izens as part of a master plan 
for the Parks and Recreation 
Department. 

It’s time for parks depart¬ 
ments to think about how to 
meet changing demograph¬ 
ics and lifestyles, said Regina 
Leonard, a project manager 
at Milone and MacBroom, 
which is working on a capital 
improvement and operations 
plan for the department. 

Leonard presented a draft 
of the company’s findings at 
a public information session 
March 26. In addition to new 
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Zinc or float 



Doering School sixth grader Marissa Bengle, 12, and her father Matt perform a science experiment called “Penny 
Cruise” during the school’s third annual Family Science Night on March 28. The object was to see how many pennies 
would fit on an aluminum foil “boat” before it sank. Story and more photos, pages 10-11. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 


HIGH SCHOOL 

Games renewing interest in chess tourneys 



A chess match between Agawam and Minnechaug students at the Agawam Public Library last week was 
the first of several friendly competitions planned for high school chess clubs in the area. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 


By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 

I n today’s world of smartphones, comput¬ 
ers, video games, and instant everything, 
Agawam High School senior Jacob Sawyer 
enjoys doing things that make him slow down 
and think — like puzzles, brainteasers, and, 
especially, chess. 

“What I love about chess is that it’s like a 
really complex puzzle,” said Sawyer, who has 
been playing the game since age 8. “At first, 
you start off with a million possibilities. You 
learn from trying each one until you’ve either 
succeeded or you need to look at what you 
could have done differently to get the ending 
you want.” 

Sawyer participated in a “friendly” compe¬ 
tition last Wednesday between chess clubs at 
AHS and Minnechaug Regional High School. 
The matchup was organized by longtime Aga¬ 
wam resident and Cuban native Joe Linares. A 
United States Chess Federation district-level 
tutor, Linares has been sharing his passion, 
and his strategies, as a volunteer with the AHS 
Chess Club for several years. 


The match at the Agawam Public Library 
was the first of several planned informal 
games between high school chess clubs in the 
area. These competitions are part of a cam¬ 
paign to resurrect the Western Massachusetts 
Scholastic Chess League, which disbanded 
several years ago. 


The goal is to provide students like Saw¬ 
yer with the opportunity to represent their 
schools in local, state, and national chess 
competitions. Sawyer enjoys playing chess 
more for fun than competition, but thinks a 
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HEALTH CODE 

frailer 
park is 
blight 
target 

Special inspector 
hired to look for 
building violations 

By Peter Spotts 

aan@turley.com 

The town is spending up to 
$9,500 on a special inspector to 
look into health code violations 
at the Agawam Trailer Court. 

Four unoccupied trail¬ 
ers have already been con¬ 
demned, a week ago. An ad¬ 
ditional inspection took place 
April 2 and another is planned 
for April 22. 

Eduardo Arroyo, who owns 
the 80 Springfield St. property 
and some of the trailers on it, 
said he feels the inspections 
have gone well. 

“I think [the inspections] 
went pretty well. Everything is 
all right,” Arroyo said. “Some 
things didn’t have the smoke 
detector batteries working. Ev¬ 
erything else he said was OK.” 

Charlie Kaniecki, who has 
experience as a health agent, 
is handling the inspections un¬ 
der a contract with the town. 
He is being paid $125 per hour, 
and the town estimates the 
job will take 50 hours. Kaniec¬ 
ki also has an assistant, who 
is billing $100 per hour, and is 
not expected to work as many 
hours. The inspector’s contract 
includes physical inspections, 
paperwork and appearances 
in housing court. 

Town Health Agent Kathy 
Auer said that she has received 
word from Kaniecki that the 
22 trailers inspected on Mon¬ 
day were in “varying levels of 
repair” and enforcement or¬ 
ders for any violations are be¬ 
ing worked on. 

She also explained that 
some of the condemned 
trailers had issues including 
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Relay captains to meet April 12 


The American Cancer Society’s Relay 
for Life of Agawam Event Leadership 
Committee will meet next Thursday, 
April 12, with team captains or their 
representatives at the Agawam Senior 
Center. 

The meeting will start at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Garden Room, on the second floor 
(street level) of the Senior Center at 954 
Main St., Agawam. Team captains will 
receive updates on fundraising activities 
as well as plans for the upcoming Relay. 
Anyone interested in starting a Relay 
team is invited to attend. 

This year’s Relay will be held Satur¬ 


day, May 19, at School Street Park, from 6 
p.m. to midnight. Money raised for Relay 
helps fund free cancer programs and ser¬ 
vices to assist patients and their loved 
ones in understanding cancer, managing 
their lives through treatment and recov¬ 
ery, and finding the emotional support 
they need. 

The goal for 2018 is $32,000. Since Aga¬ 
wam’s Relay began in 2012, it has raised 
nearly $300,000. For more information, 
contact Event Leadership Chairman Ja- 
nine Iacolo (413-478-9491 or relayfor- 
lifesocial@gmail.com), or go to the Relay 
for Life of Agawam Facebook page. 


BUY DIRECT 


USDAINSP. FRESH 

BONE-IN LOIN END ROAST 
or BONE-IN PORK M37 

RIB END ROAST. IT l 

USDA FRESH 

PORK SHOULDER 
PICNIC. 


USDA INSP. FRESH 

BONELESS CENTER CUT„„ 
PORK LOINS. *11! 

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI DAILY 
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We take protecting your personal information seriously. That’s why we’re making it easy for 
you to safely dispose old documents, free of charge. Visit us on April 14 for Shred Day, and 
our shredding pros will properly dispose of your confidential items like bank statements, 
tax returns, paystubs, cancelled checks, job applications, medical records, credit 
applications, credit card applications, pre-approved credit card offers, and even Nana’s top 
secret butterscotch cookie recipe-you have that memorized anyway. 

PARTICIPATING LOCATIONS 

8:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m. at 155 West St. Ware, MA 
8:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m. at 1084 Main St. Leicester, MA 
11:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. at 2379 Boston Rd. Wilbraham, MA 
11:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. at 37 Worcester Rd. Charlton, MA 

NAID certified shredding at 5/8" crosscut. Limit to three boxes per household. 

gr countrybank 

Member FDIC Member DIF 


Bells ring out 



The Alice Moore Golden Bell Choir rang over 35 Handbells at 
the March 25 Palm Sunday service at Agawam Congregation¬ 
al Church. Four selections included “All Glory Laud and Honor,” 
“Were You There?” “Faith of Our Fathers” and “All Hail the Power 
of Jesus’ Name ” Members included Joan Cavanaugh, Vinnie Go- 
vini, Jan Nooney, Caroline Bassett, Diane Harper (director), Cathie 
Strniste, Joan Hauser and Donna Kennedy. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Volunteers sought to 
serve on CPA board 

Christopher Johnson, Agawam City Council president, 
has announced that there are three openings effective April 
30 on the Agawam Community Preservation Act Commit¬ 
tee. Anyone interested in serving should contact Barbara 
Bard in the Agawam City Council office at 413-726-9716 or 
bbard@agawam.ma.us. 


Entertaining evening set 
for Catholic ladies’ club 

The Catholic Women’s Club of Agawam will host an eve¬ 
ning of entertainment on Monday, April 9, at St. John the 
Evangelist Parish Center, 833 Main St., Agawam. Wine and 
cheese will be available at 6 p.m., followed by a buffet ca¬ 
tered by Main Street Deli at 6:30 p.m. The show will begin 
at approximately 7:30 p.m. 

The cost of the meal is $20. Checks may be made out 
to the Catholic Women’s Club and should be sent to Betty 
Chapman, 70 Tracy Drive, Agawam, MA 01001, by April 2. 
Please include seating preference with ticket order. 

All Catholic women residing in Agawam or who belong 
to an Agawam Catholic church are welcome to this fun- 
filled evening. 


Church tea to celebrate 
Prince Harry’s wedding 

Agawam Congregational Church will host “A Very Har¬ 
ry Tea,” Saturday, April 28, from 1 to 3 p.m. According to 
Dale Melanson, chairman of the event, this year’s tea is a 
celebration of the upcoming royal wedding of Prince Harry 
and Megan Markle. 

“Of course, we will have delectable desserts served 
on lovely china and served by our white-gloved, male 
waiters, all members of the church,” said Melanson. 
“And, once again, there will be fabulous door prizes, out¬ 
standing raffle items, jewelry sales and hat contests of 
all types of hats worn by younger and the more-sea¬ 
soned attendees, prettiest, most unique, and more.” 
Tickets are $12 for adults and $5 for children and may be 
purchased by calling the church office at 413-786-7111 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
The church is at 745 Main St., Agawam. 
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Twin Silos near compliance 


Sprinkler installation 
at vacant strip mall 
faces April 6 deadline 

By Peter Spotts 

aan@turley.com 

The Twin Silos property on 
Suffield Street received a contin¬ 
uance from housing court un¬ 
til April 6 for the installation of 
a sprinkler system to bring the 
building in line with town sprin¬ 
kler code. 

Town Solicitor Steve Buoni- 
conti said that the property owner 
Lester Seidman, has been working 
closely with the Fire Department 
and the work is expected to be 
completed within the continu¬ 
ance’s timeframe. The long-vacant 
property cannot be occupied with¬ 
out the sprinkler upgrade. 

“The Fire Department still 
is working with him to get that 
work completed. As far as we 
know, he’s close to being finished,” 


Buoniconti said. “He filed a con¬ 
tinuance and the court granted 
it. There was no judge that day, so 
they were only handling emergen¬ 
cy processes. There’s really noth¬ 
ing we can do to stop that.” 

Fire Inspector Jake Dushane 
said the department has worked 
closely with Seidman and a basic 
sprinkler system installation is 
nearing completion. Final testing 
will take place this week and, if 
it passes, will bring the building 
into compliance. 

“If that goes well, that’s typi¬ 
cally the final testing that we do 
until something else comes along, 
like the upgrade,” he said. “If they 
pass this test they will be compli¬ 
ant with the current regulations.” 

Dushane explained that since 
there is no current occupant in the 
building, a basic system is all that’s 
needed. Further upgrades may 
be required in the future once the 
building has an occupant. There 
are different types of occupancy 
codes for assemblies — like night¬ 
clubs or restaurants — schools, 
mercantile and businesses. 


“Typically, it’s described as a 
cookie-cutter kind of thing, you 
do the bare minimum and then 
once you determine what’s going 
inside you redesign what needs 
to be redesigned,” he explained. 
“New tenants come into occupan¬ 
cy it may require an adjustment 
of sprinklers or alarms to meet 
the occupancy requirements. Ev¬ 
erything is based on what type of 
occupancy it is.” 

The strip mall at the corner 
of South and Suffield streets has 
been vacant for several years, 
since the Sand Trap mini-golf 
course and M&M restaurant 
moved out. City councilors last 
year expressed worry that the 
property would fall into disrepair. 

At the time, Seidman respond¬ 
ed that he had tenants interested 
in occupying the site and that his 
company, Madison Square Real¬ 
ty, would soon “bring Twin Silos 
back to prominence.” 

Dushane said the sprinkler in¬ 
stallation has been ongoing pro¬ 
cess since April 2017. Seidman 
was unavailable for comment. 


Council OKs solar zoning ordinance 


By Michael J. Ballway 

mballway@turley. com 

In a 10-0 vote this week, city 
councilors approved a zoning ordi¬ 
nance for solar farms in Agawam. 

Councilors made no changes 
to the proposal they had voted 
at their March 19 meeting. The 
new law places restrictions on 
large-scale solar panel arrays — 
ground-mounted installations 
covering an acre or more — while 
affirming that smaller solar facili¬ 
ties are allowed, subject to normal 
zoning rules such as height and 
setback requirements, through¬ 
out town. 


This week’s vote was the cul¬ 
mination of a year of attempts by 
the City Council to pass an ordi¬ 
nance. Two previous attempts to 
pass an ordinance failed because 
of disagreements over whether 
solar arrays should be allowed in 
agricultural zones. 

Under the law adopted this 
week, large-scale arrays would be 
allowed in both industrial and ag¬ 
ricultural zones, but installations 
in agricultural zones would require 
a special permit to be issued by the 
council. The permit could be de¬ 
nied for any project that councilors 
judge to be “significantly detrimen¬ 
tal to the neighborhood.” 


Critics of the ordinance had 
said the special permit authority 
should be the Zoning Board of 
Appeals, which is the usual board 
for land-use permits. ZBA Chair¬ 
man Doreen Prouty said in March 
that her board, whose members 
are appointed, is better able to 
render unbiased and consistent 
judgments based on facts. 

Supporters of the ordinance, 
however, contended that council¬ 
ors’ political nature makes them 
uniquely qualified and motivated 
to respond to the concerns of res¬ 
idents whose property abuts an 
agricultural parcel where a solar 
project is proposed. 



Anglers fish from the shore during the Lunker Trout Derby at Mawaga 
Sportsmen’s Club in April 2015. FILE PHOTO 


Mawaga trout derby 
scheduled for April 22 


The Mawaga Sportsmen’s 
Club’s 29th annual Lunker Trout 
Derby will take place Sunday, 
April 22. 

A full breakfast will be avail¬ 
able from 7 to 9 a.m. followed 
by fishing from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Lunch will also be available. A 
$15 donation will be accepted. 

There is no limit on trout 
and no license is required. Bait 
will be available and the day’s 


events will include a giant raffle 
and door prizes. A $500 prize for 
largest trout, $100 for second 
largest and $50 for third will be 
awarded as well as other cash 
and merchandise prizes. 

The public is welcome. For 
more information, call 413-265- 
0851, 413-626-1815 or 413-237- 
1287. 

The sportsmen’s club is at 
377 Adams St., Agawam. 


Tickets available for PAC’s 
Comedy Night next week 


The Polish American Club 
of Agawam is hosting Comedy 
Night on Friday, April 13. Fea¬ 
tured comedians will include 
Carl Yard, Kyle Crawford and 
Greg Boggish. 

Doors open at 6:30; the show 
will begin at 7:30 p.m. There will 
be a cash bar. Tickets are $20 


per person and are available in 
advance or at the door. A limit¬ 
ed number of reserved tables for 
six, eight or 10 are available and 
must be paid in advance. 

For more information or to 
reserve a table, contact Danielle 
at 413-650-6861. The club is at 
139 Southwick St., Feeding Hills. 


Luncheon, sale to aid Capt. Leonard House 


The annual spring “Tavern 
Luncheon” fundraiser at Aga¬ 
wam’s historic Captain Charles 
Leonard House will be held on 
Saturday, April 7. 

A hearty, hot lunch of shep¬ 
herd’s pie will be served contin¬ 
uously from 11:30 am until 1:30 
pm. The main course, salad, 
dessert and coffee will be served 
by the Captain Leonard House’s 
all-volunteer board of trustees. 


Meals will also be available for 
takeout. A donation of $10 per 
meal is suggested. 

The Captain Leonard House 
has served as Agawam’s Com¬ 
munity House since 1939, and is 
located in the center of the town’s 
National Register Historic Dis¬ 
trict at 663 Main St. For more in¬ 
formation, call 413-786-9421. 

Additionally, a sale of quality 
linen, china, silver and collect¬ 


ibles will also be held from 11 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. Many fine pieces will 
be offered at reasonable prices. 

The proceeds of the luncheon 
and sale will aid in the preserva¬ 
tion of the National Register-list¬ 
ed Captain Leonard House. Built 
in 1805 and Agawam’s Commu¬ 
nity House for more than seven 
decades, the Captain Leonard 
House is available to rent for fam¬ 
ily functions and business events. 


‘As You Like It’ 

Following the success of its 
outdoor production of “A Mid¬ 
summer Night’s Dream,” Aga¬ 
wam’s Hilltop Players will pres¬ 
ent Shakespeare’s most popular 
comedy, “As You Like It,” on June 
15,16 and 17. 

The Hilltop Players operates 
out of the Red Door Theatre, 152 
S. Westfield St., Feeding Hills. 
The play will be directed by Lyle 


auditions Sun. 

Pearsons of the Red Door The¬ 
atre, who will hold auditions on 
Sunday, April 8, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
The play is an abridged, 90-min¬ 
ute version. 

Those auditioning should 
prepare a short monologue 
from a Shakespeare play. For 
more information, call 413- 
789-2026 or visit reddoorthe- 
atre.com. 
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Town of Agawam 

36 Main Street, Agawam, Massachusetts 01001-1837 
Tel. 413-786-0400 ext. 8712 Fax 413-726-2826 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
TOWN OF AGAWAM 

OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR OF TAXES 
NOTICE OF TAX TAKING 

TO THE OWNERS OF THE HERINAFTER DESCRIBED 
LAND AND TO ALL OTHERS CONCERNED 

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT on Friday, April 20, 2018 at 10:00 
o’clock A.M., at the Tax Collector’s Office, Agawam City Hall, pursuant to the 
provisions of the general Laws, Chapter 60, Section 53, and by virtue of the 
authority vested in me as Collector of Taxes, IT IS MY INTENTION TO TAKE 
FOR THE City of Agawam the following parcels of land for non-payment of 
the taxes due thereon, with interest and all incidental expenses and costs to 
the date of taking, unless the same shall have been paid before that date. 

To Avoid Tax Taking Please Call: 786-0400 
for information on total amounts due including 
interest and expenses 
Ext. 8218 Collector’s Office 
Ext. 8712 Laurel Placzek, Collector-Treasurer 
Ext. 8710 AnnMarie Hartmann, Assistant Collector 

ARROYO JR. EDUARDO, 

LAND AND BUILDINGS located at 80 SPRINGFIELD STREET in AGAWAM, 
shown on Assessor’s Map J15020002, recorded at HAMPDEN COUNTY 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS - BootyPage 15748-331. Tax for FY-2016 
$14,885.18. 
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DEATH NOTICES 

Culverhouse, Robert P. 

Died March 27 
Funeral April 2 
Curran-Jones Funeral Flome 
Agawam 

Graves, Joyce S. 

Died March 28 
Funeral March 31 
Agawam Funeral Flome Inc. 

Magovern, Gwendolyn J. 

Died March 29 
Memorial service April 28 
First Baptist Church of Agawam 
Agawam Funeral Flome 

Verteramo, Frank 

Died March 25 
Funeral March 30 
Colonial Forastiere Funeral 
Flome of Agawam 


Agawam Advertiser News 

Obituary 

policy 

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$75, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 

submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com. 

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 
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types of facilities, she also said 
Parks and Rec should expand its 
list of programs and invest more 
in recreational facilities in Feeding 
Hills. 

“We heard a lot that Feeding 
Hills is underserved with Parks and 
Recreation facilities,” said Leonard. 

Noting that Agawam, like many 
communities, has an aging popula¬ 
tion, Leonard said one of the chal¬ 
lenges for the Parks and Recreation 
Department will be how to serve 
senior citizens. One relatively easy 
improvement, she said, would be 
to add flat, paved walking paths 
around the perimeter of all town 
parks. 

On the other side of the demo¬ 
graphic spectrum, Leonard said 
children are not using parks and 
fields the same way they used to, 
for pickup ballgames. What chil¬ 
dren are still doing is riding bicy¬ 
cles, she said, and one of the next 
big trends in parks will be facilities 
with paths and ramps designed to 
be used by bikers. 

Milone and MacBroom based its 
recommendations, in part, on the 
results of a survey of Agawam resi¬ 
dents conducted last year. The sur¬ 
vey had 425 responses, well above 
the 380 that the firm said were nec¬ 
essary to make it a “representative” 
poll. 

In the survey, 84 percent of re¬ 
spondents wanted an indoor rec¬ 
reation center—a longtime goal for 
town government, but an expensive 
one — and 82 percent wanted more 
walking trails and paths. Leonard 
noted that Agawam has 2 miles of 
recreational walking trails on town 
property, compared with a 10-mile 
national average. 

The firm worked alongside the 
Agawam Parks and Recreation 
Department in order to assess the 
needs of the city. They found that 
most of the city was well served 
by Parks and Recreation, although 
there were areas for concern, 
particularly in Feeding Hills. The 
northwestern corner of town has 
the highest acreage of recreational 
land — largely because of 800-acre 
Robinson State Park — but lacks 



Regina Leonard, a project manager at Milone and MacBroom, gives a presentation 
on the recreation master plan on March 26. PHOTO BY MICHAEL J. BALLWAY 


“recreational diversity,” with no 
town-owned playgrounds or sports 
fields. Southern Feeding Hills and 
southwestern Agawam were also 
deemed under-served by the Parks 
and Recreation Department. 

“Every area within Agawam is 
different,” said Leonard. “They have 
different densities of populations, 
different ages.” 

Of the 425 survey takers, 23.8 
percent were from the northwest¬ 
ern Feeding Hills area, 18.4 per¬ 
cent from the Springfield Street- 
Mill Street area, 17.9 percent from 
southern Feeding Hills or south¬ 
western Agawam, and smaller 
percentages from eastern Agawam 
neighborhoods. 

Most of the plans presented by 
the firm were directed towards im¬ 
proving existing and underutilized 
parks. Some projects considered 
high priorities are fixing the multi¬ 
use field in front of the Junior High 
School, renovating the parking lot 
and play area at Borgatti Field, and 
improving the play area and court 
at Granger School. Two of the parks 
in need of attention are the 40-acre 
Valley Brook Park between North 
West and North Westfield streets, 
and 15-acre Meadow Brook Park 


near River Road — both formerly 
robust Parks and Recreation facil¬ 
ities that have been largely aban¬ 
doned. 

Doreen Messier, a resident of 
Valley Brook Road, said the park 
near her home was buzzing with 
activity when the neighborhood 
was young, with several children on 
her street. Now it’s overgrown and 
unusable, and the Department of 
Public Works has even used it as a 
dumping ground for road fill. 

“Now we have younger kids mov¬ 
ing into the neighborhood again, 
so it would be good if we could put 
something there,” she said. 

According to the materials 
they presented last month, Milone 
and MacBroom will also suggest 
that the Agawam Municipal Golf 
Course become part of the Parks 
and Recreation Department. The 
golf course currently operates as 
a self-funding enterprise, though 
low revenues in recent years have 
prompted it to ask several times 
for financial support from the City 
Council. The consultants said part¬ 
nering the golf course with Parks 
and Rec would open new program 
opportunities as well as revenue 
streams. 


“We’re talking about 
a lot of money." 

- City Councilor Paul Cavallo 


The Parks and Recreation De¬ 
partment currently oversees 15 
parks, totaling over 500 acres, and 
runs over 25 programs with just 
two full time employees, a director 
and a year-round administrative 
assistant. Maintenance of town 
parks is handled by the Highway 
and Grounds Division of the De¬ 
partment of Public Works. 

Dedicated park staffing is sup¬ 
plemented during the high season 
with seven part-time employees, 
six supervisors for School Street 
Park and the high school track, and 
one custodian for Perry Lane Pre¬ 
school. Seasonal help for summer 
camps relies upon teachers, high 
school, and college students. 

Operating an indoor recreation 
center would require a much larger 
year-round staff. City Councilor Paul 
Cavallo, who attended the meeting, 
said many of the consultants’ rec¬ 
ommendations would be costly. 

“We’re talking about a lot of 
money,” Cavallo said. “You’re talking 
about leaving the track open longer 
at the high school — that has to be 
supervised.” 

When Leonard said that sur¬ 
vey respondents had agreed they 
would “support investment in 
parks and recreation,” Councilor 
Rosemary Sandlin and town resi¬ 
dent Vin Ronghi chided her for ask¬ 
ing the wrong question. Everyone 
supports the idea of investment, 
they said. The survey should have 
asked whether respondents would 
support a tax hike for better parks. 

Chris Sparks, head of the Parks 
and Recreation Department, said 
he the draft report has “a lot of 
good things brought to our atten¬ 
tion” and that he expects to use the 
final report, when it is completed, 
to guide his planning over the next 
five years. 

“I’m going to ask to put this into 
action,” he said. “And we’re going to 
figure out what we have the money 
to do.” 


POLICE LOG 


The Agawam Police Department 
responded to 313 calls tor service 
from March 27 to April 2, recording 
four arrests in its public log. 

Tuesday, March 27 

A male juvenile from Feeding 
Hills was arrested and charged 
with disturbing school. 

Friday, March 30 

Eric Moore, 30, of Stoney Hill 
Road, Wilbraham, was arrested on 


two warrants. 

Frank Giuffre, 33, of South¬ 
ampton Road, Westfield, was ar¬ 
rested and charged with operating 
a motor vehicle with a license re¬ 
voked as a habitual traffic offend¬ 
er, and failure to stop or yield. 

Sunday, April 1 

Leah M. Zordani, 34, of Main 
Street, Agawam, was arrested 
on a default warrant for failure to 
appear. 


SPORTS 

CORRESPONDENTS 
& PHOTOGRAPHERS 


Turley Publications is looking to add Sports 
Correspondents and Photographers to its 

team to provide coverage of local sports for multiple 
regions. 

Applicants should have an understanding of a 
wide-range of sports and have a degree in English, 
journalism or communications. Applicants must be 
dependable, have a command of AP Style and be able 
to meet strict deadlines. 

Please email resume and three writing or 
photography samples directly to Greg Scibelli at 
sports@turley.com 


Turle yu 

Publications, Inc. 

www.turley.com 


A PRAYER TO 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Holy Spirit, You who made me 
see everything and showed 
me the way to reach my ideal. 
You, who gave me the divine 
gift to forgive and forget the 
wrong that is done to me and 
you, who are in all instances of 
my life with me. I, in this short 
dialogue want to thank you for 
everything and confirm once 
more that I never want to be 
separated from you no matter 
how great the material desire 
may be. I want to be with you 
and my loved ones in your 
perpetual glory. Amen. Thank 
you for your love towards me 
and my loved ones. Persons 
must pray the prayer three 
consecutive days without asking 
your wish. After third day wish 
will be granted no matter how 
difficult it may be. The promise 
to publish this dialogue as soon 
as this favor is granted. I will 
never stop trusting God and His 
power. J.K. 


The Agawam Fire Department 
responded to 217 EMS calls from 
March 9 to March 22, and the fol¬ 
lowing emergency response calls. 

On March 9 at 3:11 p.m., the 
department responded to the Route 
57 Rotary for motor vehicle accident 
with no injuries. 

On March 9 at 9:34 p.m., the de¬ 
partment responded to Elbert Road 
for smoke scare, odor of smoke. 

On March 10 at 1:07 p.m., the 
department responded to N. West 
Street for motor vehicle accident 
with no injuries. 

On March 12 at 9:13 a.m., the 
department responded to the Route 
57 Rotary, was dispatched and can¬ 
celled en route. 

On March 12 at 4:56 p.m., the 
department responded to Granger 
Drive for CO detector activation due 
to malfunction. 

On March 12 at 5:46 p.m., the 
department responded to Suffield 
Street for electrical wiring/equip¬ 
ment problem, other. 

On March 13 at 5:46 p.m., the 
department responded to Corey Co¬ 
lonial for gasoline or other flamma¬ 
ble liquid spill. 

On March 14 at 11:59 a.m., 
the department responded to Hunt 
Street with no incident found on ar¬ 
rival at dispatch address. 

On March 15 at 3:04 p.m., the 
department responded to Briarcliff 
Drive for 00 detector activation due 
to malfunction. 

On March 15 at 4:20 p.m., the 
department responded to Agnoli 
Place, was dispatched and can¬ 
celled en route. 


FIRE LOG 

On March 15 at 6:59 p.m., the 
department responded to S. West- 
field Street for cooking fire, confined 
to container. 

On March 15 at 10:38 a.m., the 
department responded to Beekman 
Drive to assist invalid. 

On March 16 at 1:37 a.m., the 
department responded to Main 
Street for alarm system activation, 
no fire — unintentional. 

On March 16 at 1:46 p.m., the 
department responded to N. West- 
field Street for unauthorized burning. 

On March 16 at 11:21 p.m., the 
department responded to S. West- 
field Street for alarm system activa¬ 
tion, no fire — unintentional. 

On March 17 at 7:36 p.m., the 
department responded to Route 57 
West for mobile property (vehicle) 
fire, other. 

On March 17 at 6:14 p.m., the 
department responded to S. West- 
field Street for false alarm or false 
call, other. 

On March 18 at 8:09 a.m., the 
department responded to Cooper 
Street for unintentional transmission 
of alarm, other. 

On March 18 at 5:20 p.m., the 
department responded to Regency 
Park Drive for lockout. 

On March 18 at 8:43 p.m., the 
department responded to Beekman 
Drive for CO detector activation due 
to malfunction. 

On March 19 at 7:15 a.m., the 
department responded to S. West- 
field Street for public service. 

On March 19 at 11:32 a.m., 
the department responded to Perry 
Lane for alarm system activation, no 


fire —unintentional. 

On March 20 at 12:57 a.m., the 
department responded to Suffield 
Street for building fire. 

On March 20 at 9:46 a.m., the 
department responded to Main 
Street for citizen complaint. 

On March 20 at 9:42 a.m., the 
department responded to Main 
Street, was dispatched and can¬ 
celled en route. 

On March 20 at 3:55 p.m., the 
department responded to Red Fox 
Drive for fire, other. 

On March 20 at 11:16 a.m., the 
department responded to Red Fox 
Drive for building fire. 

On March 21 at 12:51 p.m., the 
department responded to Suffield 
Street for smoke detector activation, 
no fire — unintentional. 

On March 21 at 1:44 p.m., the 
department responded to Castle 
Hills Road for carbon monoxide de¬ 
tector activation, no CO. 

On March 21 at 3:04 p.m., the 
department responded to Melrose 
Place for trash or rubbish fire, con¬ 
tained. 

On March 21 at 7:35 p.m., the 
department responded to North 
Street for lockout. 

On March 21 at 9:57 p.m., the 
department responded to Route 57 
East for motor vehicle accident with 
no injuries. 

On March 22 at 5:10 a.m., the 
department responded to Barry 
Street for smoke detector activation, 
no fire —unintentional. 

On March 22 at 6:52 p.m., the 
department responded to Pine 
Street to assist invalid. 
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Drive collects 75 bags of clothing 


In conjunction with the statewide 
Textile Recovery Initiative, the Aga¬ 
wam Zero Waste Committee held its 
first-ever used clothing exchange on 
Saturday, March 10. With the help of 
the Agawam High School SAVE Club 
and Smart Start preschool, more than 
75 bags of clothing were collected 
from the community, estimated at 
over 1,000 pounds of textiles. Agawam 
High School National Honor Society 
students sorted and organized cloth¬ 
ing by style and size, helping families 
choose clothing needed for their chil¬ 
dren. Organizers hope to make the ex¬ 
change an annual event. 

A joint effort of the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Pro¬ 
tection, the Secondary Materials and 
Recycled Textiles Association, and 
the Council for Textile Recycling, the 
Textile Recovery Initiative encour¬ 
ages Massachusetts residents to do¬ 
nate unwanted clothing, footwear, 
linens and other textile products to 
collection containers or charitable 
organizations, in an effort to reduce 
the amount of textiles that end up in 
the trash. Clothing and other textiles 
should not be placed in curbside recy¬ 
cling carts or bins, as they get tangled 
in the recycling machinery and can 
cause injury to workers. 

When most people think of reduc¬ 
ing what they throw away, they don’t 
think of old clothing and textiles. 
“This is the first step toward getting 
clothing and other textile products 
out of our waste stream,” said Tracy 
DeMaio, project coordinator for the 
town Department of Public Works. 
“We want the public to know that it 


doesn’t stop with clothing. Belts, purs¬ 
es, hats, shoes, towels, curtains and 
even throw pillows should be donat¬ 
ed. This material has value to local, 
regional and global businesses for re¬ 
sale, wiping cloth manufacturing and 
conversion to insulation, carpet back¬ 
ing and other secondary uses.” 

Textile donation drop boxes in Aga¬ 
wam and Feeding Hills include Pay 
It Forward Recycling at 12 and 1282 
Springfield St.; Planet Aid at 10 Gary 
Place, 50 Maple St., 127 Ramah Circle, 
18,619 and 634 Springfield St., and 335 
Suffield St.; the Salvation Army at 478 
Springfield St.; Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul at 830 Suffield St.; and St. Pauly 
Textile Collection at 833 Main St. Each 
organization has its own guidelines for 
what items it will accept for donations. 
The bins are not for disposing bulky 
waste or overflow trash. 

According to waste composition 
analyses, Massachusetts residents 
throw away approximately 230,000 
tons of usable clothing each year. 
Officials from SMART estimate 95 
percent of all clothing and textile 
products can be reused or reclaimed 
through secondhand clothing stores 
and overseas exports, wiping cloth 
manufacturing, or fiber conversion. 

“Only 5 percent of all textile mate¬ 
rials must ultimately be disposed of as 
trash because they are wet or contam¬ 
inated with hazardous substances,” 
said SMART Executive Director Jack¬ 
ie King. “As long as the item is clean 
and dry, it can be reused or recycled 
in some manner, regardless of stains 
or rips.” 

“Textiles don’t go in the recycling 


bin with bottles and cans,” says Mass- 
DEP Commissioner Martin Suuberg, 
“but nearly all used clothing, shoes 
and household linens can be placed 
in local textile dropoff containers or 
taken to thrift stores or charity outlets 
located throughout Massachusetts. 
Worn or torn, fashionable or faded, 
donate it all.” 

According to Nancy Bobskill, Zero 
Waste Committee chairman, any tex¬ 
tiles remaining after the clothing ex¬ 
change in Agawam were donated to 
a number of nonprofit organizations, 
helping local and overseas children 
and families. 

“It’s fantastic when gently used 
items find good homes. Events like 
these demonstrate that reusing and 
sharing can be a normal part of our 
community,” stated Bobskill. 

Donations were made to individu¬ 
als from Puerto Rico displaced from 
Hurricane Maria, now living in Mas¬ 
sachusetts, via volunteer Giselle Viz- 
carrondo at the New North Citizens’ 
Council in Springfield; an orphanage 
in Senegal, Africa, supported by Aga¬ 
wam residents Stan and Sheila Coly; 
and a nonprofit supporting a Haitian 
orphanage called Organic Change for 
Haiti, started by local resident Mari¬ 
anne Marzano. 

In a 2013 study, the U.S. EPA re¬ 
ported 2.3 million tons of textiles are 
recovered for recycling annually — 
the equivalent of removing 1.3 million 
cars from America’s highways. For 
more information about textile recov¬ 
ery programs in Massachusetts, visit 
www.mass.gov/guides/massdep-tex- 
tile-recovery. 


Volunteers sought for Earth Day cleanup 


The Westfield River Watershed Association will 
be looking for volunteers of all ages on Saturday, 
April 21, to help clean trash and debris from the 
various rivers and streams in the Westfield River 
watershed. 

Volunteers should meet no later than 9 a.m. at 
Pynchon Point at the South End Bridge Circle on 
River Road in Agawam. Orientation and cleanup as¬ 
signments will be given at 9 a.m., along with gloves 
and trash bags. Assignments are generally complet¬ 
ed by 1 p.m. or earlier. 

Volunteers of all ages are welcome, but children 
must be supervised by an adult. WRWA will arrange 
with local communities for pickup of trash and 
debris recovered at each site. The rain date for the 
event is Sunday, April 22 . 

For more information, contact Sheryl Becker at 
413-374-1921 or at sherlearth69@gamil.com. To learn 
more about the WRWA, visit www.westfielddriver.org. 



Bill Rose adds to the pile of trash removed from the shoreline near Pyn¬ 
chon Point during 2015’s Earth Day cleanup. FILE PHOTO 


Seats still available for next month’s NYC bus trip 


The Agawam Cultural Council is 
sponsoring a “Plan Your Own Day” bus 
trip to New York City on Saturday, May 
5. Activities such as museum and gal¬ 
lery exhibits, theater and music perfor¬ 
mances, street festivals and shopping 
are available to those going on the trip. 
Two buses will run, each with a council 
member who can help with informa¬ 
tion along the way. The buses will make 
five stops in Manhattan — the Metro¬ 
politan Museum of Art, Rockefeller 
Center/Radio City, Times Square/ 
TKTS, 34th Street (Macy’s), and South 
Street Seaport. Riders may elect to get 
off at any of these scheduled stops. 


Buses depart Doering School, for¬ 
merly known as the Agawam Middle 
School, 68 Main St., Agawam, from the 
parking lot in the rear of the building 
at 7 a.m. sharp. 

Tickets are available now. The 
price is $45 per person. This is a pop¬ 
ular trip and seating is limited to 108 
on a first-come basis. Tickets are as¬ 
signed only as payments arrive, and 
cannot be reserved by phone. 

Current ticket availability, updated 
as requests are processed, plus fur¬ 
ther details and a map to the depar¬ 
ture point can be found at www.aga- 
wamcc.org (click on “Bus Trips”). For 


questions not answered on the web¬ 
site, call 413-789-1201. This number is 
for information only. It is not available 
for ticket reservations. 

The return trip will leave New York 
City at 6:30 p.m. and be back in Aga¬ 
wam between 9:30 and 10 p.m. To 
secure a seat, send a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope with a check made 
out to “Agawam Cultural Council” to 
Agawam Cultural Council, 153 Antho¬ 
ny St., Agawam, MA 01001. 

The Agawam Cultural Council is an 
all-volunteer partner of the Massachu¬ 
setts Cultural Council, a state agency, 
which provides part of its funding. 


Captain 


AGAWAM'S COMMUNITY HOUSE 

FAMILY & BUSINESS 

Charles 
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House 


CAPTAINLEONARDHOUSE.COM 

663 MAIN STREET 


Chamber of Commerce 
hosts mayor for coffee 

The West of the River Chamber of Commerce will 
host “Coffee with Agawam Mayor Bill Sapelli” from 8:30 
to 10 a.m. Thursday, April 26, in the coffee shop at the 
Agawam Senior Center, 954 Main St., Agawam. 

Questions may be submitted in advance to robin@ 
westoftheriverchamber.com. To register, visit www. 
westoftheriverchamber.com. 


Chicken pie supper set 
for April 21 at church 

Agawam Congregational Church will host its annual 
Chicken Pie Supper Saturday, April 21, at 5:30 p.m. The 
menu will include chicken pie, mashed potatoes, gra¬ 
vy, cranberry sauce, salad, rolls and butter, coffee, tea, 
milk and dessert. Tickets purchased in advance are $12 
for adults and $6 for children. Tickets at the door are 
$15. Reservations are encouraged and will be accepted 
through April 20 by calling the church office weekday 
mornings at 413-786-7111. For more information, visit 
agawamcongregationalchurch.com. 

The church is at 745 Main St., Agawam. 


Newcomers welcome 
to join Cultural Council 

The Agawam Cultural Council is meeting Tuesday, 
April 17, at 7 p.m. at the Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper St., Agawam. The meeting is open to the public. 
There is no cost to join or serve. 

This all-volunteer organization, appointed by the 
mayor and funded, in part, by the Massachusetts Cul¬ 
tural Council, is looking for new members. The council 
is charged with bringing engaging, entertaining, and ed¬ 
ucational events and opportunities in the arts, human¬ 
ities, and interpretive sciences, to children and adults 
from Agawam and the surrounding communities. 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 


7 p.m. Tuesday, April 10 
Roberta Doering School 
68 Main St., Agawam 

1. Call to order 

2. Moment ot silence 

3. Roll call of attendance 

4. Regular meeting-7 p.m. 

5. Citizen’s Speak Time 

6. Highlights on Education: 

a. Unified Basketball presenta¬ 
tion — D. Stratton 

7. Superintendent’s Notes 

8. Student Advisory Committee 
representative update 

9. Unfinished business: 

a. SCR-18-07 — Request to 
reschedule half-day of profession¬ 
al development 

10. Business meeting 
a. Routine matters 

1) Approval of minutes 


2) Calendar/Correspondence 

b. Warrants/Transfers 

c. Reports: 

1) . Scheduled reports: 

* Presentation of FY ’19 School 
Budget 

2) Subcommittee updates 

11. New business: None 

12. Policy Review: 

a. Policy JICH — Alcohol, To¬ 
bacco and Drug Use by Students 
Prohibited, second and third read¬ 
ings 

b. Policy ADF — School Dis¬ 
trict Wellness Program, second 
and third readings 

c. Policy KHC — Distribution 
of Notices and Flyers, second and 
third readings 

13. Any other items that may 
legally come before the committee 

14. Adjournment 
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OUR VIEW 

Speak out 
against oral 
cancers 

F or many, a trip to the dentist is like 
pulling teeth, but that visit may 
just help save lives. This year, ac¬ 
cording to the American Cancer Society, 
an estimated 51,540 people will contract 
oral cancer, leading to more than 10,000 
deaths, and a screening by a dentist is of¬ 
ten the first line of detection. 

April is Oral Cancer Awareness 
Month, where medical professionals and 
outreach groups make it their mission to 
spread the word and encourage screen¬ 
ing for high risk individuals. At least ac¬ 
cording to the data, outreach is critical, 
with some estimates stating more than 
60 percent of adults know little if any¬ 
thing about the disease. 

According to the American Cancer 
Society, oral cancer — cancer in the 
lips, gums, throat, tongue — is more 
than twice as prevalent in men than and 
women. The American Association of 
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons reports 
the five-year survival rate is roughly 60 
percent, due in large part to the fact 
such cancers are often detected late in 
their development. Most suffer from fa¬ 
cial disfigurement and complications 
eating and drinking. 

As with other cancers, prevention is 
often the best defense and prevention 
starts with understanding risk factors. 
Tobacco use, like most cancers, is per¬ 
haps the leading risk factor. Whether 
one smokes cigarettes or pipes, chews 
tobacco or uses snuff, prolonged tobac¬ 
co use increases ones risk for oral can¬ 
cer. The American Cancer Society notes 
pipe smoking, for instance, is linked to 
a higher risk of lip cancers, while chew¬ 
ing tobacco is associated with cancers 
of the gums and cheeks. They also warn 
chewing tobacco can result in gum dis¬ 
ease and tooth loss. 

Those treated for oral cancer should 
quit using any tobacco product. 

Alcohol consumption is another risk 
factor, as seven of 10 individuals diag¬ 
nosed identify being heavy drinkers, 
the American Cancer Society reports. 
And when combined with tobacco use, 
one’s risks further increase, as much 
as 100 times that of a non-smoker and 
-drinker. 

The oral human papilloma virus 
— HPV16 — has been linked to oral 
cancer, particularly in the back of the 
throat. The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention report more research is 
needed to determine if the virus itself 
causes cancer or if it interacts with oth¬ 
er risk factors t case cancer. The Amer¬ 
ican Cancer Society reports HPV has 
been found in two out of three oropha¬ 
ryngeal (throat) cancers. 

The most common symptom of 
oral cancer is a sore in the mouth that 
doesn’t heal. Others include pain in the 
mouth that doesn’t go away, a lump or 
thickening in the cheek, and a white or 
red patch on the gums, tongue, tonsil, 
or lining of the mouth. Folks should 
also take note of a sore throat that 
doesn’t go away, difficulties eating or 
swallowing, trouble moving the jaw 
or tongue, numbness of the tongue or 
mouth, loosening of the teeth, voice 
changes, and constant bad breath. 

While any one of those signs may be 
a symptom of another condition, the 
American Cancer Society recommends 
seeking the advice of a doctor or den¬ 
tist if symptoms persist more than two 
weeks. 

In one month, it is safe to assume 
oral cancer is not going away, but on an 
individual basis folks have the power 
to limit their risk factors and a respon¬ 
sibility to know their bodies. Speak up 
and speak out against oral cancer. It 
could be a lifesaving decision. 



© www.davegraiMund.c0fn 

Letters to the Editor 


Railroad co. needs to find solution to bridge blockages 


As a resident of Feeding Hills, 
my preferred and usual travel 
route to various West Spring- 
field shopping destinations 
takes me across this “Strath¬ 
more” Bridge and the Front 
Street railroad crossing. I know 
all too well the frustration of 
spending time waiting for trains 
that are blocking the cross¬ 
ing. In addition to the holdups 
for train-building work at the 
rail yard, occasionally a west¬ 
bound train will wait, blocking 
the crossing, for an east-bound 
train to come through. 

A couple of years ago I con¬ 
tacted the West Springfield po¬ 
lice about this issue. At that time 
I was told that trains are not 
supposed to block the crossing 
for more than 15 minutes. The 
police gave me a phone number 
for CSX, which I’ve since car¬ 
ried with me. Now, whenever I 
encounter the crossing blocked, 
I note the time. Fifteen min¬ 
utes later, if the crossing is still 
blocked, I call CSX. Although my 
calls may not do any good, there 
is some satisfaction that CSX has 
been informed of the issue. 

One day I took a photo of 
a long line of vehicles waiting 
along Bridge Street in Agawam 
for the crossing to clear. Giv- 



SUBMITTED PHOTO 


en that CSX might be thinking 
that this is a seldom-used vehi¬ 
cle route, I intended to send the 
picture to them, but never got 
around to it. I’m attaching the 
photo here. There were many 
vehicles behind me that day, and 
likely as many again on the West 
Springfield side. 

Yesterday, as I was com¬ 
ing home from a shopping 
trip, for the first time I saw a 
West Springfield police cruiser 
parked in front of the blocked 
rail crossing, its lights flash¬ 
ing. Anticipating a long wait, I 
chose to detour, adding an extra 
three or four miles to my trip. As 


this alternate route took me to 
Memorial Avenue and over the 
bridge into Agawam, I couldn’t 
help but wonder what other op¬ 
tions will be available once the 
bridge reconstruction begins. If 
I have to travel along Route 187 
to Route 20 in Westfield, I will 
be detouring maybe 10 extra 
miles each way. 

Frankly, I doubt that us¬ 
ing police cruisers at the West 
Springfield rail crossing offers 
any solution to the problem. In 
fact, CSX may think that all has 
been resolved and they can con¬ 
tinue business as usual. Not so! 
Other solutions must be con¬ 
sidered. If the cost of building 
an overpass for vehicle traffic 
is too expensive, and CSX does 
not want to reduce the length 
of its westbound trains, perhaps 
they could be “encouraged” to 
build a small secondary rail yard 
west of Westfield. There is much 
rural, unused land in that area. 
Short “shuttle” trains out of West 
Springfield could move rail cars 
to this secondary yard. A very 
long train then could be “built” 
at the secondary yard, and no ve¬ 
hicle traffic would be impacted. 

Katherine Ayers 
Feeding Hills 


Community support helps Lions continue spirit of service 


The Agawam Lions Club 
would like to extend its gratitude 
to our community for its gener¬ 
ous support of our recent events. 

On Saturday, March 3, our 
club hosted its 14th annual Com¬ 
edy Show at Oak Ridge Country 
Club in Feeding Hills. A sell-out 
crowd laughed to the talents 
of four comedians and we raf¬ 
fled off over 30 amazing prizes, 
as well as a 50-50 raffle. On the 
same day, our club provided free 
vision screenings at the Agawam 
Community Informational Fair, 
sponsored by the Agawam Com¬ 
munity and Family Program. 

On Wednesday, March 14, 
our club served approximately 
200 St. Patrick’s Day dinners at 
the Agawam High School. This 
year’s event featured one of our 
most popular raffle prizes ever, 
the Pot of Gold Lottery Ticket 
Extravaganza. 


On Friday, March 16, Lions 
from all over our district filled 
the MassMutual Center for 
what turned out to be an excit¬ 
ing Springfield Thunderbirds vs. 
Syracuse Crunch contest. We 
were blessed with proceeds from 
“Chuck-a-Puck” sales, raffle priz¬ 
es as well as a portion of ticket 
sales. To get ready for this con¬ 
test, the Agawam Lions, Kaptain 
Jimmy’s, Springfield Thunder- 
birds, Balise Car Wash, WWLP- 
TV 22 and King Ward Coach 
Lines held a Celebrity Night at 
Kaptain Jimmy’s Restaurant and 
Distillery on Monday, Feb. 26. 
What a fun time had by all. 

Finishing out our March was 
the annual Easter Egg Hunt held 
on Saturday, March 24, an event 
we look forward to every year. 
In partnership with the Aga¬ 
wam Park and Rec. Department 
and the Agawam Rotary Club, 


our club provided over 6,000 
chocolate eggs, special prizes 
for “gold coin” winners, and 50 
food-allergy-safe goodie bags so 
all could participate. 

We continue to be humbled 
by the unwavering support of 
businesses and individuals in 
everything we do. The hard 
work and commitment of vol¬ 
unteers and club members de¬ 
serves the highest recognition. 
Together, we raised over $6,300 
in March for causes that benefit 
our Agawam community as well 
as Mass. Lions Eye Research 
Foundation Inc. 

To stay up to date on the Aga¬ 
wam Lions Club, please follow it 
on Facebook or visit www.aga- 
wamlions.org. 

Cheryl Terramagra 

Assistant secretary 
Agawam Lions Club 
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FAITH MATTERS 


ADMIN FILES 


Foolish or genius 


Samuel Konieczny, chief assessor 


A pril Fool’s Day has a tradition of be¬ 
ing a time to try and trick people. 
We try to get them to believe some¬ 
thing is true that isn’t, or something isn’t 
true that is. One way you can 
trick people is by telling them 
something false that is logical. 

We tend to like logic, and believe 
things that are logical even when 
they aren’t true. The other way 
to trick someone is to say some¬ 
thing true that is outlandish, the 
crazier the better. When things 
are out of the ordinary, we tend 
to disbelieve them. 

So when Easter falls on April 
Fool’s Day, it is a great time to 
talk about the foolishness of Jesus, the 
cross and the resurrection. All of these 
fall into the category of outlandish claims. 
Gods don’t come to earth and walk among 
humans, never mind live with them. That 
Jesus character had some crazy ideas, 
like being a servant and turning the other 
cheek. How about the first being last and 
the last being first? Then there is the cross: 
How does dying save anyone? Jesus needed 
to rule, not die. And finally, you want me to 
believe that a dead God actually came back 
to life after being dead for three days. How 
foolish God must think we are to want us to 
believe this nonsense. 

1 Corinthians, a book in the Bible, tells 
us that to those who don’t understand, it all 


looks like foolishness, but for those who un¬ 
derstand what Jesus did, they see the power 
in the cross and the resurrection. The cross 
is how Jesus, who is God, makes it possible 
for us to spend eternity together. 
God is perfect and can have noth¬ 
ing to do with sin. Any amount of 
sin would ruin His perfection. We 
all have sinned, done things that 
are wrong. As hard as we try, we 
are not perfect. Perfection is the 
only condition that would keep 
heaven perfect — that means be¬ 
ing good enough or having done 
more good than bad doesn’t qual¬ 
ify you for heaven. Only perfec¬ 
tion can qualify you for heaven. 
Jesus was perfect, so when He died on the 
cross He was able to pay the price for our 
sin. Now Jesus gives that perfection to any¬ 
one who asks. We receive it by God’s grace, 
not through any works of our own. Because 
it is free, all God asks is that we admit we are 
sinners in need of help, then believe Jesus is 
the only answer to the problem of our sin. 
Evidence that shows we have Jesus’ perfec¬ 
tion is found in our desire to obey what God 
tells us to do. 

Don’t get tricked this year. Take some 
time to check it out for yourself. 

Brad Peterson is the senior pastor at Hope 
Community Church on South Westfield Street 
in Feeding Hills. 



COMMENTARY 

Re-entry programs essential 


By Joanne Brown 

One of the most recent additions to 
the group of Agawam’s administrative 
heads is Samuel Konieczny, who took 
over as chief assessor last July. A single 
father to six- and five-year-old sons and 
a three-year-old daughter, he came to 
Agawam with a bachelor’s degree from 
the Isenberg School of Management at 
UMass-Amherst. Right out of college, 
he worked at corporate jobs that in¬ 
volved a lot of traveling, and in 2009, he 
began part-time work as an assessor in 
his hometown of Cummington, where 
his father was a general contractor and 
had taught him the building trade from 
a young age. Two years later, he began 
working for a company doing valuations 
throughout the state, including work for 
Agawam at a time when the assessor’s 
position opened up and his application 
was accepted. 

The assessor in Agawam is respon¬ 
sible for evaluating real residential, 
commercial, and industrial property, 
as well as tangible personal property 
such as machinery used by a business. 
Such evaluating includes market anal¬ 
yses, statistical modeling, and meeting 
Massachusetts Department of Revenue 
standards in order to set the annual tax 
rate. Following state guidelines, inspec¬ 
tion of properties must be done every 
10 years. Additionally, the assessor over¬ 
sees building permit inspections for ad¬ 
ditions to existing structures, considers 
appeals for exemptions or reductions, 
and manages the basic service of excise 
taxes imposed by the Massachusetts De- 



Samuel Konieczny. PHOTO BY JOANNE BROWN 


partment of Motor Vehicles. 

Konieczny freely admits that he loves 
everything about his job and believes 
it is the perfect career for him. He en¬ 
joys using his knowledge of the building 
trade, his mastery of software, and even 
the public speaking required occasional¬ 
ly. He is currently pursuing a designation 
of Personal Property Specialist, which is 
granted by an international organization 
to only a select few throughout the world. 

One newer aspect of his job that he is 
looking forward to is working with the 
mayor, the Planning Department, and 
some other department heads on the 
District Improvement Plan recently im¬ 
plemented. Konieczny brings his back¬ 
ground in architecture and building ma¬ 
terials, along with his grasp of statistical 
analyses, to that team. 

This is the second article in a regular se¬ 
ries of profiles on the various heads of town 
departments in Agawam. 


-Our Back Pages 

From yesteryear’s editions of the Agawam Advertiser 


By Nicholas Cocchi and John J. Larivee 

I magine waking up one day with nothing 
except a change of clothes, and no mon¬ 
ey in your pocket. You go to apply for a 
job, but can’t because you don’t have a driv¬ 
er’s license, photo ID, or even a Social Secu¬ 
rity card. You head to the Registry of Motor 
Vehicles to get an ID, but can’t because you 
don’t have the money to pay for it and you 
don’t have a fixed address. You’ve struggled 
with a substance use disorder for years, and 
have no idea where to turn for help. 

Less than one day into your new life and 
it seems that every door is closed to you. 
You’re lost. 

The vast majority of people in our coun¬ 
ty jails and state prisons will someday be 
released into the community, and as it 
stands today, too many of them end up in 
shelters or on the streets. Over 6,000 men 
and women return to Hampden County 
communities from the County House of 
Correction each year; another 3,000 men 
and women return from state prison to 
communities across the state. 

As the Hampden County Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment knows well, community-based 
re-entry services providing the building 
blocks for a new life outside jail and prison 
walls are the best deterrent to reoffending. 
The department has long been a leader in 
community-based reentry services. How¬ 
ever, statewide the commonwealth has ne¬ 
glected these programs and reduced their 
funding. We need to change that. 

In the last 18 months, four programs 
across the state that provided communi¬ 
ty-based re-entry services have closed due 
to loss of funding. 

• Span Inc. closed in August 2017 after 
over 40 years of providing community case 
management and substance abuse services 
to citizens returning from incarceration. 

• Overcoming the Odds, a city, state, and 
community partnership, ended in 2016 af¬ 
ter three years of providing housing and 
case management to high-risk individuals 
returning to the Boston area. 

• Worcester Initiative for Supportive Re¬ 
entry ended services when its grant funds 
ran out. 

• McGrath House, the only residential 
re-entry program specifically for women in 
Boston, closed this week. 

In Western Massachusetts, we have 
been hard at work and quite successful in 
developing a link with community-based 
providers to improve these services, while 
protecting the public safety for all. Unfortu¬ 
nately, much of these services are driven by 


my office and with funding from my over¬ 
stretched jail budget. Separate state fund¬ 
ing is needed to assist this effort. 

Re-entry services provided inside our jails 
and prison walls are a great start, but they 
simply aren’t enough. Support, guidance 
and accountability when someone is in the 
community, facing the stresses of starting a 
new life, is where the rubber meets the road. 
That’s where our emphasis needs to be. 

Community-based residential re-entry 
services provide safe housing, workforce 
development, and case management that 
build connections and stability for those 
returning to our communities from prison 
and jail. Post-release supervision in a half¬ 
way house utilizing evidence-based pro¬ 
gramming reduces recidivism by up to 25 
percent for high-risk individuals. 

While the effectiveness of communi¬ 
ty-based re-entry services is widely recog¬ 
nized, Massachusetts has not invested in 
them. In fact, the commonwealth’s $40 bil¬ 
lion state budget includes just $90,000 for 
community-based residential reentry. That’s 
roughly the same amount it costs to incar¬ 
cerate two people in state prison for a year. 

For our criminal justice reform efforts 
to be successful, we must invest in commu¬ 
nity-based re-entry services. A coalition of 
advocates is urging the Legislature to ded¬ 
icate $5 million for community-based res¬ 
idential re-entry. This will provide funding 
for approximately 450 individuals to begin 
their reintegration back to the community 
with a fair shot: a temporary bed to sleep in, 
help getting a job, health care, counseling, 
permanent housing and an ID. By providing 
connections to housing and employment 
for people who often have difficulty access¬ 
ing them, we can strengthen our communi¬ 
ties and make them safer for all of us. 

Massachusetts is on the cusp of enact¬ 
ing criminal justice reform legislation, but if 
we’re serious in Massachusetts about crim¬ 
inal justice reform, we need to make sure 
more men and women who’ve served their 
time in jails and prisons get the support they 
need to never go back. That’s being smart on 
crime. An inmate returning to the commu¬ 
nity will soon be your neighbor. We want to 
be sure those released are a safe, law-abiding 
and productive neighbor. The safety of the 
public is at the core of these efforts. Please 
join us in supporting a real investment in 
community-based residential re-entry. 

Nicholas Cocchi, D-Ludlow, is the elected 
sheriff of Hampden County, which includes 
Agawam. John J. Larivee is president and 
CEO of Community Resources for Justice. 


News, compiled by Ryan Schmitt. 

One year ago: Agawam High School junior Jake 
Wieners’ video "More Than Yourself” won first 
place in Hampden Country District Attorney Antho¬ 
ny Gulluni’s contest for public service announce¬ 
ment about the dangers of driving under the influ¬ 
ence, and was featured at the second annual “Stop 
the Swerve” event on March 31,2017. James Ley- 
don, a spokesman for the DA, called Jake’s video 
production value “A-plus” for messaging creativity 
and viewer impact. 

Five years ago: Firefighters and police officers 
took part in the St. Baldrick’s Foundation Fundraiser 
at Rafter’s Sports Bar & Restaurant in Amherst on 
April 7, 2013. The event, where people solicit funds 
to fight pediatric cancer in exchange for shaving 


their heads in solidarity with youngsters battling the 
disease, raised over $70,000 for the charity. Aga¬ 
wam was represented at the event by Chief Alan 
Sirois, Deputy Chief B.J. Calvi, and firefighters Renee 
Petrone, Bill Kraus and Marc Pereira. The team ex¬ 
ceeded their goal of $2,000 by $970. Petron carried 
the team, raising over $2,400 in donations alone. 
Ten years ago: The Agawam Zoning Board of Ap¬ 
peals held two public hearings April 2, 2008, per¬ 
taining to Six Flags New England’s efforts to restart 
construction of its $7 million "Dark Knight” indoor 
roller coaster. In the previous month the theme park 
revived approval from both the Planning Board and 
Conservation Commission on its new set of plans 
for the 70-foot ride that was originally scheduled 
to open Memorial Day weekend. Confusion resulted 
because Six Flags started building its new coaster 
prior to receiving a building permit. 
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Youth 


AHS COUNSELING BULLETIN 


College acceptances 

Jessica Bonfiglio — Quinnipiac Univer¬ 
sity, University of New Hampshire; Zachary 
Dion — Fitchburg State University, Massa¬ 
chusetts Maritime Academy; Norwich Uni¬ 
versity, University of New Haven, Westfield 
State University; Sam Fett — University of 
Massachusetts Amherst; Emma Fogarty 
— Adelphi University, Simmons College, 
Springfield College; Brianna Fryer — Ste¬ 
phen F. Austin University, University of Texas 
San Antonio; Brianna Goyette — Westfield 
State University; Cassidy Laudato — Bryant 
University; Jarrod Lemke — University of 
Hartford, University of Massachusetts Am¬ 
herst; Jack Lucia — Westfield State Uni¬ 
versity; Nicole Mercadante — Keene State 
College; Meagan Olson — University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, University of New 
Hampshire; Justin Poirier — University of 
Connecticut; Teddy Woods — Bridgewa¬ 
ter State University, Cal State San Marcos, 
Fitchburg State University, Framingham 
State University, Keene State College, Quin¬ 
nipiac University, Western New England 
University, Westfield State University. 

College/university 
information opportunities 

The Springfield National College Fair 
will be held at the Big E on Monday, April 
9, from 9 to 11:30 a.m. and 6:30 to 8:30 


p.m. Students will have the ability to talk 
with admissions representatives from col¬ 
leges across the country. During the night 
portion of the fair, a Financial Aid session 
will be offered. More information is avail¬ 
able at nacacfairs.org 

Gallaudet University Youth Programs 
offers camps for deaf and hard of hear¬ 
ing students that are designed to provide 
stimulating summer learning and experi¬ 
ential opportunities. These camps blend 
excitement, education, and enjoyment in a 
bilingual environment rich in cultural diver¬ 
sity. Four popular camps (Bison Brainiacs, 
Blackbox Theatre, Discover Your Future, 
and Immerse into ASL) are offered for high 
school students, and Got Skills? Camp is 
for middle school students where campers 
can choose from different activities daily 
to design their own camp experience. For 
more information, contact youthpro- 
grams@gallaudet.edu. 

Special interest programs 

Jr. Tech Inc., a Massachusetts-based 
non-profit that has delivered experiential 
STEM education programs in Massachu¬ 
setts for the past 10 years, is offering 
Girls STEM Summit on Sunday, April 8, at 
Regis College in Weston. The focus is on 
girls in grades 8-12 who are interested 
in or curious about careers in the STEM 


fields. The registration fee is $67 per stu¬ 
dent and includes all speakers, hands-on 
sessions, lunch and snacks, giveaways 
and a take home gift. Call 617-512-1794 
with any questions. 

“An Artistic Discovery” is the annual 
nationwide Congressional High School Art 
Competition, sponsored by the Congres¬ 
sional Arts Caucus and coordinated by 
members of the United States House of 
Representatives in their districts. The win¬ 
ning entry from each participating district 
will be exhibited for a year in a remarkable 
display in a hallway of the United States 
Capitol in Washington, DC. “An Artistic 
Discovery” provides Members of Congress 
and the public the opportunity to encour¬ 
age and recognize the rich artistic talents 
of young Americans at a time when local 
cultural organizations and arts-in-educa- 
tion programs are being curtailed. Inter¬ 
ested students can obtain information and 
the entry form from Congressman Richard 
Neal’s website, neal.house.gov. All art sub¬ 
missions must be received by Thursday, 
April 14. The art will be on display for judg¬ 
ing and public view from Tuesday, April 20, 
through Friday, April 30, at Tower Square in 
Springfield. The winning entry will then be¬ 
come part of the national display at the U.S. 
Capitol Building in Washington D.C. 

Congressman Richard Neal’s Academy 


School Lunch 


All lunches served with fresh and chilled fruit. 

AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL 

Monday, April 9: Popcorn chicken bowl, whipped potatoes, 
seasoned corn, dinner roll. 

Tuesday, April 10: French toast sticks with syrup, hash 
browns, pork sausage link. 

Wednesday, April 11: Chicken filet wrap with assorted sauce 
served with lettuce, tomato and cheese, side of pasta salad. 
Thursday, April 12: Fresh assorted calzones, garden salad 
with light dressing. 

Friday, April 13: Corn dog, Boston baked beans, tater tots, 
Smartfood popcorn. 

AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
ROBERTA G. DOERING SCHOOL 
AGAWAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
Monday, April 9: Mozzarella sticks with dipping sauce, sea¬ 
soned rice, green beans. 

Tuesday, April 10: French toast sticks with syrup, hash 
browns, turkey sausage link, orange juice. 


Wednesday, April 11: Pasta bar, choice of sauces, garlic 
toast, seasoned carrots. 

Thursday, April 12: Junior High — Spicy chicken patty, let¬ 
tuce and tomato, celery sticks with ranch, potato wedges. Do¬ 
ering and Elementary — Barbecue rib, onion rings, vegetarian 
beans. 

Friday, April 13: Stuffed crust pizza, salad with light dressing, 
cookie. 

BREAKFAST 

All breakfasts include assorted cold cereal, muffins and pastries, 
cheese sticks, fresh fruit and orange juice. 

Serving times: High school, 7 a.m.; junior high, 7:15 a.m.; 
Granger, 7:55 a.m.; Doering, 8:10 a.m.; Phelps, 8:20 a.m.; 
Robinson Park, 8:30 a.m.; Clark 8:35 a.m. 

Monday, April 9: Pancakes with syrup. 

Tuesday, April 10: Waffles. 

Wednesday, April 11: Egg and cheese sandwich with hash 
browns. 

Thursday, April 12: Warm cinnamon rolls. 

Friday, April 13: Pancakes with syrup. 


Day is held each year on the last Satur¬ 
day in April at Westover Air Reserve Base 
in Chicopee. This year, it will take place 
on Saturday, April 28, at 12:30 p.m. This 
forum is designed to help students interest¬ 
ed in pursuing an academy education learn 
about the nominations and appointments 
process. Representatives from all of the 
academies, as well as ROTC, Norwich Uni¬ 
versity and Mass Maritime also participate 
in this event. Because it is held on an Air 
Force Base, pre-registration is absolutely re¬ 
quired for this event. Registration forms and 
information about the event can be found 
on at neal.house.gov. All participants must 
be pre-registered by March 31 in order to 
participate. This annual event has assisted 
many young people realize their goal of at¬ 
tending a United States Service Academy. 

On Saturday, May 19, the Theta lota 
Lambda Chapter of the Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity will host its tenth annual Senator 
Edward Brooke III Oratorical Scholarship 
Competition. This highly educational and 
successful event is open to African Amer¬ 
ican and Latino male high school students 
in Western Massachusetts who have the 
desire to attend college following high 
school graduation. Applications are avail¬ 
able at oratorical.springfieldalphas.com 
and are due by April 2. 

Women of Distinction at Smith College 
for high school seniors highlights the op¬ 
portunities at Smith for African American, 
Latina, Asian American, and Native Amer¬ 
ican students. The dates of the program 
are Oct. 19-21. Admission is competitive. 
Applications will be available on May 1, 
and are due on June 15. More information 
is available at smith.edu/women-distinc- 
tion-program. 

The University of New Hampshire in¬ 
vites rising seniors considering a career in 
the industry of hospitality management to 
participate in a one-week residential hospi¬ 
tality management program from July 15- 
21. Students will be able to experience the 
excitement of college life and take college 
courses with renowned hospitality manage¬ 
ment faculty. The tuition for the program is 
$500. For full details, visit paulcollege.unh. 
edu/departments/hospitality-management/ 
summer-program. 

Springfield Technical Community College 
and Holyoke Community College are again 
offering the chance for current juniors and 
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charter HS 
to open in 
West Side 

WEST SPRINGFIELD — Tar- 
kan Topcuoglu, chief executive 
officer of Hampden Charter 
School of Science, announced 
last week that the state has ap¬ 
proved his plan to open a new 
campus on Main Street in West 
Springfield, to serve students 
from Agawam, Holyoke, West- 
field and West Side. 

The new school, which will 
follow the same curriculum 
and policies as the existing 
HCSS campus in Chicopee, 
will be known as HCSS-West. 
The campus will be at 475-485 
Main St., on the site of the for¬ 
mer St. Frances Xavier Cabrini 
Church. The former Catholic 
parish, which includes a school 
building, closed in 2016 and 
was known as Immaculate Con¬ 
ception before 2008. The site is 
about 2 miles from the Agawam 
town line. 

In a statement, Topcuoglu 
said HCSS-West plans to open 
this August with 252 students in 
grades 6-9, eventually expanding 
to 588 students in grades 6-12. 
As a charter school, HCSS-West 
will be tuition-free for the fam¬ 
ilies of its students, supported 
by per-pupil payments from the 
public school districts that serve 
each student’s hometown. 

Topcuoglu said 325 students 
entered an enrollment lottery 
last month for selection to fill the 
252 available seats. There are no 
admissions tests or other special 
requirements. 

For more information about 
the new school, visit www.hamp- 
dencharter.org. 


Church Directory 


AGAWAM CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH 

745 Main St., Agawam 
786-7111 

Pastor: Rev. Greg E. Dawson 

office@AgawamCong.com 

www.agawamcongregationalchurch.com 

SUNDAY SERVICES at 10 a.m. 

Communion on the first Sunday of the 
month 

Church school is in session and fellowship 
coffee hour follows the service. 

“A place to call home ~ A people to call 
family” 

AGAWAM UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

459 Mill St., Feeding Hills 
413-786-4174 
Pastor: Ken Blanchard 
www.agawamworship.org 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

Holy Communion served 1st Sundays 
Prepare meal for Samaritan Inn Homeless 
Shelter 2nd Saturdays 2-5 p.m. 

Offsite Worship: 

Heritage East, 1st Mondays, 11 a.m. 
Heritage North, 1st Tuesdays, 11 a.m. 
Heritage Woods, 1st Wednesdays, 11 a.m. 
Country Estates, 2nd and 5th Thursdays, 
11 a.m. 

BETHANY ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

Mail: P.O.Box 422 

580 Main St., Agawam 

413-789-2930 

www.bethany-ag.org 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Richard E. Adams 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Sunday Traditional 9 a.m. 


Sunday Contemporary 11 a.m. 

Christian Education offered during both 
services. 

Wednesday Family Night: 7 p.m. 

CHURCH OF REDEMPTION 

50 Maple St., Agawam 
(413) 304-2313 
churchor.org 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Sunday Services, 10 a.m. 

Sunday school for children and nursery 
for younger children 
Community Night: The first Sunday of 
each month at 5 p.m. Free dinner served. 

FAITH BIBLE CHURCH 

370 Shoemaker Lane 

Agawam 

(413) 786-1681 

jesussaves. 7 @comcast. net 

Church Website: www.faithbible -church. 

org 

Pastor: Rick Donofrio 
SERVICES 

Sunday School for all ages 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting and Bible Study - 6:30 p.m. 

FEEDING HILLS 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH UCC 

“An Open and Affirming Congregation.” 

21 N. Westfield St., Feeding Hills 
PO. Box 264 
(413) 786-5061 
fhccucc@comcast.net 
Pastor: Rev. Robert C. Donaldson 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
Church School 10:15 a.m. 


Worship Service 10 a.m. 

Infant and child care provided. 

Handicap accessible. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
OF AGAWAM 

760 Main St., Agawam 

churchedie@comcast.net 

www.fi rstbaptistagawam .org 

Interim pastor: Rev. Jerrie Shepard Matney 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Worship 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School (grades K - 5) 
following Children’s Message until 10:45 
Youth Group meets at 11 a.m. 

Coffee & Conversation following 
worship service 

HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH 

152 South Westfield St. 

Feeding Hills 
789-2026 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

Men’s & Women’s Bible Study Groups and 
Children’s Sunday School Worship Service 
at 10 a.m. Children’s Church for age 3 to 
high school takes place after the service. 
Nursery available for younger children. A 
time for fellowship after the service. 

LIGHTHOUSE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

522 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills, MA01030 
413-821-0937 

Senior Elders Bob and Barbara Olmstead 
Email: office@lighthousema.com 
Web: www.lighthousema.com 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

Saturday evening Celebration at 6 to 8 PM 
Saturday evening Prayer from 5-5:45 


PM 

1 -hour classes for children ages 3 to 12 
during service 

Nursery available for younger children 
SMALL GROUP MEETINGS in homes 
during the week 

(call or see website for more information) 

MARANATHA BAPTIST CHURCH 

522 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 
Feeding Hills, MA 
478-9484 

David L. Short, Pastor 

Sunday Familly Bible Study Hour, 9:45 
a.m. 

Sunday Morning Service, 11 a.m. 

Sunday Night Service, 6 p.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer, 7 p.m. 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 

1103 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 
(413) 786-8200 

www.SacredHeartFeedingHills.org 
Fr. Steven Amo 

WEEKLY SERVICES 
Lord’s Day Masses: Saturday, 4 p.m.; 
Sunday, 7:15 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m. 
Confessions: Saturdays, 3:15 p.m. 
Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, 
Friday and Saturday, 9 a.m. 

Special Devotions: Perpetual Novena to 
the Sacred Heart following the Friday 9 
a.m. Mass 

ST. DAVID’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Rector: The Rev. Dr. Harvey Hill 
699 Springfield St. 

Feeding Hills 
(413) 786-6133 
saintdavids@comcast.net 
www.stdavidsagawam.org 


SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
Sunday 8 a.m. Rite I and Holy Eucharist 
10 a.m. Rite II and Holy Eucharist 
Sunday school and Nursery during 10 
a.m. service 

Coffee hour following the 10 a.m. service 
Handicap Accessible 

OFFSITE WORSHIP 

Church without Walls, 2nd Sunday of the 
month at 12 p.m. at 
Parish Pantry, West Springfield 
Holy Eucharist and distribution of bag 
lunches 

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 

The Rev. Michael Pierz, permanent 

administrator 

823 Main St., Agawam 

786-8105 

office@stjohnagawam.org 

www.stjohnagawam.org 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
Saturdays: 4 p.m. (English), 6 p.m. 
(Extraordinary Latin Rite) 

Sundays: 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Weekdays: Monday through Saturday, 8 
a.m. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Wednesdays, 
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

CONFESSION: Saturdays: 3 to 3:45 p.m., 
or by appointment. 
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Joe Linares watches the competition last Wednesday. The Agawam resident 
and longtime chess enthusiast is hoping to bring back interscholastic chess 
competition among area schools. PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 


CHESS I from page 1 

league would be a “good idea.” 

Sawyer said students would 
learn more through competitions 
than by just playing chess with 
their friends. “It would open up a 
diverse range of opponents.” 

When Linares retired from a 
career as a computer program¬ 
mer and software engineer, he 
wanted to join a local chess club. 
Unable to find one close to Aga¬ 
wam, Linares started his own 
about four years ago. Although he 
still meets with interested players 
on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 in 
the library, interest in the chess 
sessions has been declining. 

Around the same time Lin¬ 
ares started playing chess at the 
library, he contacted AHS chess 
club advisor Keith Ireland with an 
offer to share his expertise with 
club members. Similarly, a few 
years ago, Linares began assisting 
the Agawam Junior High School 
chess club. And late last year he 
was asked to start a weekly chess 
program at the middle school. All 
are unpaid. 

“Chess had provided me the 
opportunity to sharpen my skills, 
so I wanted to pass on the skills 
that chess sharpened in me,” said 
Linares, who met with Agawam 
School Superintendent Steve Le- 
manski last fall to discuss the val¬ 
ue of chess programs. 

Linares eventually would like 
to see Agawam have a chess pro¬ 
gram in its elementary schools. 
Linares, who began playing chess 
at age 4, sees much value in en¬ 
couraging children to learn chess 
at an early age. 


“Chess is quite beneficial to 
all of us, but much more so for 
youngsters,” said Linares. Having a 
school chess program, he added, is 
a “unique opportunity” to learn a 
special game that can help capture 
the imagination of students. 

Mental benefits 

Linares explained that chess 
promotes critical thinking skills 


as well as student cooperation 
and interaction. He said chess 
offers students individual and 
team accomplishments, and an 
improved sense of self-esteem. 
Other benefits he cites include 
skills such as prediction and se¬ 
quencing, error research and cor¬ 
rection, and problem solving. 

Chess — a centuries-old game 
— involves logic, deductive reason¬ 


ing, and focus to solve complicated 
plays. During tournaments, said 
Linares, players’ brains aren’t rest¬ 
ing at any time, not even while it’s 
the opponent’s turn. While chess 
requires more mental than physi¬ 
cal capabilities, Linares said higher 
rated tournaments can require a 
certain level of physical endurance. 

“Chess requires incredible 
mental and physical feats,” he 
added. 

Interscholastic chess tourna¬ 
ments could recognize students 
for their mental accomplish¬ 
ments, with trophies or school 
letters awarded in a similar way 
as sports competition. 

“Brain power needs to be rec¬ 
ognized, too,” Linares said. 

Another benefit of holding 
school tournaments, according 
to Linares, is that they would 
help students learn the value of 
teamwork. He said although play¬ 
ers compete individually against 


Agawam 
High 

School se¬ 
nior Jacob 
Sawyer 
is in deep 
thought 
as he 
contem¬ 
plates his 
next move 
during 
a chess 
match 
between 
AHS and 
Min- 
nechaug 
last week. 

other players across a game 
board, teams function as one unit. 

“We treat each other with re¬ 
spect and we work to help each 
other. That’s a must in chess,” he 
said. “Chess requires a lot of work, 
study, play, replay, respect for 
your opponents, team work, anal¬ 
ysis, team work, team work, and 
more team work.” 

In addition to helping revive 
the interscholastic chess league, 
Linares is trying to start a sum¬ 
mer chess program that would 
be open to players of all ages. He 
plans to have chess sessions once 
or twice a week for a couple of 
hours. Linares is looking at the li¬ 
brary or the Senior Center as pos¬ 
sible locations. 

Linares, 67, said his final wish 
is to one day sit across from a 
student he’s coached, in a serious 
chess match, and have him or her 
“royally clean my clock. Then, I 
can say, I have arrived.” 




From Bruno Mars to Puccini, 
a blend of country, 
classical, Broadway and 
current pop music. 


Featuring 
Nicholas Palmer ; 
Guest Conductor 


SPRINGFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

Tickets & Info at 413-733-2291 or SpringfieldSymphony.org 


Experience breathtaking vocals, 
humor and a touch of cowboy 
charm when The Texas Tenors 
come to town! 


Concert at Symphony Hall, 34 Court Street, Springfield 


Concert Sponsor Media Sponsor Soloist Sponsor 2017-2018 Season Supporter 


TEED 


® o racr* 


design 


.v.MassMutual 

Foundation 


Mass 

Cultural 

Council 



HELLO to no-fee checking and free ATMs nationwide*. 
HELLO to local banking and a community partner. 
HELLO to security and stability. 


Check out our 


• • $200 

Checking Offer. 

Stop in or go online for details today! 


bankesb.com | 855.527.4111 


bank 


S3 


The bank of you. 


Member FDIC | Member DIF 




* Available to Get Real Checking account holders: Other bank ATM surcharge fees that are charged to the account during current 
statement cycle will be refunded on the last business day of the current statement cycle. Accounts closed or changed to another 
product during statement cycle will not receive a refund of other banks' ATM surcharge fees. Not responsible for surcharges or 
fees imposed by any banks, ATM operators or any networks, ATM operators based outside of the continental United States, Alaska, 
Hawaii or U.S. Territories. 

*$100.00 promotional offer is for opening a GetReal Checking account and activating direct deposit (of at least $25.00) or signing 
up for online banking and conducting 5 debit card transactions using your debit card within the first 60 days of account opening 
($100.00 will be credited to the account by the last day of the statement cycle following the 60th day the account has been open). 
$50.00 promotional offer is for making 5 bill payments using online banking and enrolling in eStatements within 60 days of account 
opening ($50.00 will be credited to the account by the last day of the statement cycle following the 60th day the account has been 
open). Minors (anyone underthe age of 18) are not eligible for Online Bill Pay. $50.00 loyalty bonus will be paid afterthe account 
has been open for 12 months ($50.00 will be credited to the account by the last day of the statement cycle following the 365th day the 
account has been open). Bonuses are for new customers and limited to one account per customer. In accordance with applicable 
regulations bonus payouts may be 1099 reportable. Account must be in good standing and have a positive balance at the time the 
bonus is paid. Minimum balance to open the account is $10.00. May not be combined with other promotional offers. This is a limited 
time offer and subject to change without notice. 
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Near right, Tricia Randall drops a yardstick 
to test the reaction time of her daughter 
Kaylee, 12, who has her eyes closed. The 
Doering sixth grader and her mother per¬ 
formed the experiment to measure how 
fast Kaylee’s brain processes and acts on 
a verbal command. 

Top right, volunteer Chuck Gales explains 
the names and locations of the various 
parts of a Rubik’s cube before families try 
to unlock the puzzle themselves. 

Below right, sixth graders Quinn Miller, 
left, and Jeffrey Szuc, both 12, practice 
building Lego League robots during the 
Doering School’s third annual Family Sci¬ 
ence Night. PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 


Join Us for a Baystate Sport Medicine Team Presentation 


Halftime: Returning to Spring and Summer Sports 


Wednesday, April 11th, 2018, 

5:30p to 6p: Registration and Vendors 
6p to 730p: Presentation 

Baystate Health Whitney Ave Conference Center, 361 Whitney Avenue, Holyoke, MA 

Dr. Julio Martinez-Silvestrini, Board Certified in Sports Medicine, 
Medical Director of Baystate Rehabilitation Care 

PRESENTING: Spring and Summer Sports: Common Injuries, 
their treatment and prevention 

Dr. Christopher Keroack, Sports Nutrition and Functional 
Medicine Specialist, Medical Director of the New England Center 
for Functional Medicine 

PRESENTING: Feed the Machine : Sports Nutrition for Peak 
Performance 

Dave Stratton, Athletic Director, Agawam High School 

AW PRESENTING: Continuum of Care for High School Athletes and 
MIAA Guidelines for Health Care and Safety 

Boomer, mascot for the Springfield Thunderbirds, 
will be available for photos and autographs. 

Give-aways include a TRX suspension trainer and a 
Family 4-pack to a Springfield Thunderbirds Hockey game. 

Please register for FREE by emailing brett.salls@baystatehealth.org 
with your name, number attending and phone number. 


E§1 



Agawam 


Baystate e^i Rehabilitation Care 

East Longmeadow • Greenfield • South Hadley • Springfield • Ware 
413-794-9755 I baystatehealth.org/rehab 


Science night mixes fun, learning 


By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 

Doering School held its 
third annual Family Science 
Night last week. 

The evening event gets 
families involved in hands- 
on science activities to give 
them a better understand¬ 
ing of some of the science 
lessons their fifth- and sixth- 
grade students are learning. 


At the March 28 pro¬ 
gram, they crowded into the 
school’s second floor class¬ 
rooms to engage in four dif¬ 
ferent science experiments. 

Families explored and 
tested scientific experi¬ 
ments set up by teachers. 
After spending 10 minutes 
performing an experiment, 
they moved to a different 
classroom to conduct an¬ 
other experiment. 


A simple yardstick was 
used to measure how long 
it takes the brain to process 
and act on a verbal com¬ 
mand by having one person 
try to catch the yardstick 
with his or her eyes closed 
after a partner yells “Go.” 
A tuning fork, a ping pong 
ball, and a tray of water were 
used to discover to the sci¬ 
ence of sound. “Boats” made 
from aluminum foil were 
filled with pennies to test 
their buoyancy — the more 
pennies they held before 
sinking, the better the de¬ 
signs. Trying to solve Rubik’s 
cube puzzles was a prob¬ 
lem-solving experiment and 
a lesson about the science 
aspect of the toy. 

The event — which 
also included demonstra¬ 
tions by Agawam’s robotics 
teams — was created three 
years ago to bring more at¬ 
tention to STEM (science, 
technology, engineering 
and math) in a fun and en¬ 
gaging way. It also inspires 
students who will partici¬ 
pate in the school’s annual 
science fair in May. 


NOTICE 

ERRORS: Each advertis¬ 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in¬ 
sertion, nor will be li¬ 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu¬ 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 






PUT YOUR EQUITY TO WORK FOR YOU. 


• 1.99% APR intro rate for 12 months, then 
as low as Prime Rate, currently 4.75% APR 

• No cost to obtain loan 

• Write checks to access your line 

• Use up to 90% of equity in your house 


S3 PeoplesBank 

bankatpeoples.com/applynow 413.538.9500 


The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will be fixed for 12 months at the promotional rate of 1.99% 
and may vary monthly thereafter, and will be based on the highest prime rate published in 
the Wall Street Journal, (4.75% as of March 22,2018) adjusted on the first business day of each 
monthly statement cycle to Prime + 0% for Loan to Value, (LTV), up to 80% and Prime + .50% 
for LTV between 80% and 90%. The maximum APR is 17%. A termination fee of $400 will be 
charged if the equity line of credit is terminated by you within the first three years after the date 
of agreement. Property insurance is required. Minimum line amount is $10,000. Maximum line 
amount is $500,000. No closing costs. Offer subject to change without notice. 


Member FDIC 


PeoplesBank - Best Mortgage Lender 
6 years in a row 


5 time winner of Best Local Bank 


HOME EQUITY LINE- 
A SMART CHOICE! 
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Evergreen Lawn Care 

- — i" hui'lhit ftchviecr 


Weekly lawn service starting at $30 

$50 OFF SPRING CLEANING WITH THIS AD 

(Must Purchase Yearly Lawn Contract) 

Free Estimates 


Anthonv Elias 413-626-1815 



BATHS 


KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVING ROOM ' 


BUDGET^, 

Cabinet *%! 


Established 


in 1981 


KnaFbMaid 


Quality Products at Affordable Prices 

300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 

OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
| Thurs., Fri. 9am-8pm; CLOSED SUN. & MON. 1 

budgetcabinetsales.com i 


KITCHENS 



Chris Decoteau and her daughter Olivia, 10, share a laugh after 
doing a science experiment during Family Science Night. The fifth 
grader and her mother used a tuning fork and a ping pong ball as 
part of an experiment on sound. 



Elizabeth St. Jean, 10, a fifth grader at Doering School, and her 
father Allen try to unlock a Rubik’s cube, one of several science 
activities at the school’s third annual science event. PHOTOS BY 
MIKE LYDICK 


Top left, fifth grader Michael Fontaine, left, 11, puts a Lego robot through its paces during the Doering School’s Family Science Night. 
Watching is sixth grader Adam Ward, 12. 

At left, it was a night of science and fun for Rhonda Typrowicz and her son Shane, 11. A sixth grader at the school, Shane looks on as 
his mother performs an experiment about sound using a ping-pong ball and a tuning fork. 


Genesis ^ Heritage 


Woods 


Open House 


Assisted & Senior Living 

Saturday, April 14th, 9:00am-l:00pm 




Heritage Woods cordially invites you to attend our Open House on 
April 14th. This is a great opportunity to learn what Assisted and 
Senior Living is all about, gather some materials to take with you, and 
see the different apartment options. 

If this day is not convenient feel free to schedule a tour by calling 
413-789-8332 or email: 

nicole.wallace@genesishcc.com 462 Main Street 

Agawam, MA 01001 































www.turleysports.com 


iacebook.com/turleysports 



BOYS VOLLEYBALL 


Experience key in season-starting sweep 


By Nate Rosenthal 

sports@turley.com 

Year in and year out, the Agawam boys vol¬ 
leyball team has been a power in Western Mass. 
Making the postseason is usually not an issue, 
but rather whether they will be in the final or 
actually win it all. If their 3-0 sweep over a solid 
Belchertown team is any indication, this year’s 
Brownies are in for a great season. 

After giving up the first point of the night, 
the Brownies quickly asserted themselves and 
ran off five points. That became a pattern in the 
first set, where they would answer a Belcher¬ 
town point with four of five of their own. The 
score got to 22-5 before the Orioles got back- 
to-back points. The final was 25-8 in game 1. 
Agawam went up 4-0 in the second and gave up 
two quick ones after that. Then they ran off sev¬ 
en. That made the score 11-2 and for the most 
part, the two teams traded points for the re¬ 
mainder of the second, with the Brownies win¬ 
ning by a 25-14 score. Belchertown scored the 
first six points of game 3 and it looked like they 
might be in line to salvage one set in the match. 
That was until the Brownies got on the board 
and then scored next eight points. Once they 
evened the score at 6-6 and took a lead with an 
ace, they never trailed again. Agawam gradual- 
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Far left, Dan 
Chebanov 
tips the ball 
over the net 
in Agawam’s 
March 29 
season open¬ 
er against 
Belchertown. 
PHOTOS BY 
DAVID HENRY/ 
WWW.SWEET- 
D0GPH0T0S. 
COM 

Near left, Ben 
Vyce makes 
the hit from 
his side. 


GIRLS LACROSSE 


SOFTBALL 




Ashley Hurley catches a high pass. 


Emily Oliver takes a shot on goal. 


PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY/ 

WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 

Opener a 
big win 

T he best thing about 
having artificial 
turf is the ability to 
overcome the slow spring 
weather. 

Agawam’s field was 
clear and ready for play last 
Thursday as the Brown¬ 
ies took care of business 
to open the season 17-2 
against East Longmeadow. 

Izzy Liquori lit up the 
scoreboard with eight goals 
and an assist. Emily Oliver 
had five goals and six as¬ 
sists for 11 points. Sabrina 
Christie made five saves for 
Agawam. Nina Signorelli makes a sprint up the field. 




At right, Izzy Liquori tries to outrun a defender during Agawam’s 
first game of the season, a win over East Longmeadow 17-2 to 
last Thursday afternoon. 



Eliza Timms makes a run for the goal. 


Tough 
debut 
for new 
pitcher 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley.com 

It was the first time in sev¬ 
eral years that softball was 
played in the month of March. 
And when fans looked on the 
field, they saw a familiar No. 3 
in the pitching circle. 

This time, the jersey be¬ 
longs to Sarah Ross, Agawam’s 
newest starting pitcher. 

Ross made her varsity de¬ 
but in a disappointing loss 
to Wahconah Regional High 
School last Friday afternoon 
that was marred by a poor fifth 
and sixth inning in which the 
defense let down the Brownies. 

Agawam would ultimately 
lose the game 13-2 and started 
out 0-1 on the season. 

Ross is a freshman and was 
the next candidate to fill a void 
created by graduation. Aga¬ 
wam High School has prided 
itself on having outstanding 
pitchers for more than a de¬ 
cade, and Ross will now hope 
to join that tradition. 

Things did start out well for 
Ross as she kept Agawam in the 
game for the first four innings. 
She only allowed single runs in 
the third fourth innings, before 
the defense ran into trouble in 

SOFTBALL I page 20 
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BAYSTATE HEALTH 

Doctors, Agawam AD to share advice at sports medicine seminar 


HOLYOKE — Area athletes, 
parents, and coaches are invited 
to attend a free evening entitled, 
“Halftime: Returning to Spring 
and Summer Sports,” on April 11 
at the Baystate Health Confer¬ 
ence Center in Holyoke. 

The event is sponsored by 
Baystate Rehabilitation Care. 

Among the presenters at the 
special Baystate Sport Medicine 
team presentation will be: 


• Dr. Julio Martinez-Silves- 
trini, board certified in sports 
medicine and medical director 
of Baystate Rehabilitation Care, 
who will speak on “Spring and 
Summer Sports: Common Inju¬ 
ries, Their Treatment and Pre¬ 
vention.” 

• Dr. Christopher Keroack, 
sports nutrition and functional 
medicine specialist, and medical 
director of the New England Cen¬ 


ter for Functional Medicine, who 
will speak on “Feed the Machine: 
Sports Nutrition for Peak Perfor¬ 
mance.” 

• Dave Stratton, athletic di¬ 
rector, Agawam High School, 
who will speak on “Continuum of 
Care for High School Athletes and 
MIAA Guidelines for Health Care 
and Safety.” 

The special evening will in¬ 
clude an appearance by Boomer, 


mascot to the Springfield Thun- 
derbirds, who will be available for 
photos and autographs. 

Giveaways to lucky winners 
attending the event will include 
a TRX suspension trainer and 
a family 4-pack to a Springfield 
Thunderbirds hockey game. 

Registration and an opportu¬ 
nity to meet with various vendors 
will begin at 5:30 p.m., followed 
by the presentations from 6 to 


7:30 p.m. at the conference cen¬ 
ter at 361 Whitney Ave., Holyoke. 

Registration for the free night 
on spring and summer sports 
safety is required by emailing 
brett.salls@baystatehealth.org 
with your name, number attend¬ 
ing and phone number. 

For more information on Bay- 
state Rehabilitation Care, visit 
baystatehealth.org/rehab or call 
413-794-9755. 




Girls Track 

Wednesday, April 11 Away 


Boys Tennis 

Thursday, April 5 
Wednesday, April 11 

Girls Tennis 

Friday, April 6 
Tuesday, April 10 

Boys Volleyball 

Thursday, April 5 
Monday, April 9 
Wednesday, April 11 


Away 

Home 


Home 

Away 


Away 

Home 

Home 


East Longmeadow4 p.m. 


Belchertown 4 p.m. 
Ludlow 4 p.m. 


Minnechaug 4 p.m. 
Holyoke 4 p.m. 


West Springfield 5 p.m. 
Chicopee Comprehensive 5 p.m. 
Ludlow 5 p.m. 


Digital Photos 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications. 
Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 


FUTURE LEADERS 

Bay State Games offers 
leadership scholarship 


BOSTON — The Bay 
State Games is now ac¬ 
cepting applications for the 
2018 Future Leaders Schol¬ 
arship Program. This marks 
the 30-year anniversary of 
this scholarship program 
that recognizes the leaders 
of tomorrow who excel in 
academics, community ser¬ 
vice and athletics. 

The scholarship pro¬ 
gram is available to any 
Massachusetts high school 
student who is currently in 
grade 11 and participates 
in the Bay State Summer 
or Winter Games. Six 
$2,000 scholarships will be 
awarded. 

Candidates must submit 
their application informa¬ 
tion by June 6. The selection 


process will begin with a 
review of each applicant’s 
personal statements, writ¬ 
ten recommendations and 
transcripts. A number of 
students will then be select¬ 
ed for regional interviews. 
Six statewide scholarship 
winners will be announced. 

Additional informa¬ 
tion on the scholarship 
and a link to an applica¬ 
tion form can be found at 
www.baystategames.org/ 
future-leaders-scholarship. 

Information on sports 
offered at the 2018 Bay 
State Summer Games can 
be found at www.baystate- 
games.org/ summer-sports. 

For questions email 
info@baystategames.org or 
call 781-932-6555. 


The Week Ahead 


Baseball 

Monday, April 9 Home Central 4 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 11 Home East Longmeadow 4 p.m. 


Boys Lacrosse 

Tuesday, April 10 Home Chicopee 4 p.m. 


Girls Lacrosse 

Thursday, April 5 Away Northampton 4 p.m. 

Monday, April 9 Away Granby 4 p.m. 


Softball 



Thursday, April 5 

Home 

Hampshire 4 p.m. 

Monday, April 9 

Away 

Westfield 4 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 11 

Home 

Minnechaug 4 p.m. 


Boys Track 

Monday, April 9 Home Chicopee Comprehensive 4 p.m. 


Joe Hendrickson gets low to keep the play moving during Agawam’s March 29 win 
against Belchertown. PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY/WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


Ivan Korotich tries to get a set. 


VOLLEYBALL 

I from page 12 

ly built upon the lead and 
ended with another 25-14 
win to take the match in 
three sets. 

Roman Yukhimets 
tied the first game at 1-1 
with a thunderous kill. He 
then served his team to a 
5-1 lead, getting an ace in 
the process. Belchertown 
scored on a long serve, but 
then went side out with 
one as well. With Justin 
Lingenberg serving, kills 
by Benjamin Yovenko and 
Joe Hendrickson made it 
8-2. Hendrickson served for 
four more points with an 
ace, and then Shaun Mate- 
us got five, including two 


an ace. Yovenko followed 
a kill with an ace and the 
Agawam lead was 22-5. The 
Orioles scored back to back 
on a long serve by Agawam 
and a tip by Kyle Zielinski. 
The teams traded points 
until Hendrickson’s kill 
won it for the Brownies. 

Daniel Chebanov 

served four points in game 
2. Yukhimets and Teal 
Savoury had kills for a 4-0 
lead. Belchertown got two 
back on an out of bounds 
serve and a no return of 
a serve by Derek Guntor. 
Savoury then took over 
and had three aces out of a 
six-point run to 11-2. Chris¬ 
topher Lapointe was serv¬ 
ing when the Orioles had 
their first four-point run of 
the night. A Zielinski kill 


made it 12-7, but then Aga¬ 
wam scored six, starting 
with back-to-back aces by 
Yovenko. A third one made 
it an 11-point game at 18- 
7. Each team scored seven 
points after that, with the 
game winner coming on a 
net ball by Belchertown. 

Guntor was the benefi¬ 
ciary of some solid play by 
the Orioles to begin game 
3. There was a net viola¬ 
tion; a kill by Lapointe; 
a no-return off a serve; a 
Nathan Bresnahan block; 
a net violation; an out-of- 
bounds return of a serve. 
It was 6-0 for the Orioles. A 
kill by Hendrickson got the 
Brownies on the board. He 


then started serving and 
with back-to-back aces, he 
tied it and gave his team the 
lead. When Belchertown 
got the ball back on a net 
serve, the score was 8-7. The 
Orioles managed to keep 
it close to 12-10 after an 
ace by Connor Laflamme. 
Yukhimets changed that in 
a hurry with a pair of aces 
along with kills by Ivan 
Korotich to make it 17-10. 
The final blow came after a 
kill by Hendrickson, when 
Savoury took over at 19- 
13. He had four aces in five 
points. Mateus had a kill for 
the other. Bresnahan kept 
the Orioles alive for a point, 
but a net ball ended it. 


AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 


WARRANTY 

3 Years/36,000 Mile 

From a basic oil change to complete car 
repair services, our professional staff can 
handle all of your needs! 

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR EXPERTS 
WE FIX EVERYTHING! 


We can handle all of 
your motorcycle’s 
maintenance & tire 
needs, including MA 
State Inspections 

*Inspections coming soon 


443 Springfield St. ■ Agawam 

Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5PM 

413 - 789-2181 

www.vfauto.com 


Preowned vehicles you can 
trust! Financing available. 

Walue [Friendly 

service is in our name! 


FREE Wi-Fi ■ Shuttle Service ■ Financing Available ■ Rental Cars Available ■ State of the art equipment 
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EASY WAYS 
TO SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY 


Want to know 
what’s going on 
in your town? 

PLEASE CONSIDER 

SUBSCRIBING 

Current recipients of our weekly paper 
enjoy town news, local stories and articles 
of interest generated in Agawam 
and its surrounding communities. 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 




NEWS 

Is Caesar’s the next 

eyesore to fall? Page 2 


YOUTH 

Local rowers compete 
with top amateurs, pages 


-rages 

AGAWAM 



SOCCER 

Summer squad falls ir 
quarterfinals, p a g e io 


MAIN STREET 




advertiser 

NEWS 



Ve* *or razed land 


now house near 
Town Hall have 
been torn down 

By Michael J. Ballway 


The house at 24 Main 
came down Monday morni 
creating another vacant lot 


gan-Sullivan Bridge SorinT !? scheduled 

Si th C e°'S and°tw’ K K 

adjacent parcels, does not yet r^edbf't 24 ^ 

W what wili he huilt there. Town 

“This makes the site devel Self ,*??" abUtS the Doerin S 
opable,” Colvest owner Frink 

Coiaccmo said on Mondav “w„ ., ouscs have been un- 

have no pian for a use at this R,VhI" months - Mayor 
moment.” Richard Cohen said the demoli- 

Another nearby Colvest tlons are a success in the town's 
property, the house at 50 Main 




ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

Pictures to 
show homes 
leaking heat 

Nonprofit hopes to benefit 
environment, lower bills 


thJ^ aWa !H residents should keep an eve o 
moneymfe° XeS ^ ^ f ° r 3 chance t/sav 
The Harold Grinspoon Foundation is nart 

ENERGY I page 7 


morgan-sullivan bridge 

Council approves 
bridge easements 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 




LmaninI!u"|v a} ln' Sht ’ ‘j 16 A§aWam c ‘ty Council 
mousiy approved spending $2721540 

2r?;« -. 11 .i™* 1 ” 

BRIDGE I page 6 



Each week you’ll receive 


TOWN HALL NEWS • BUSINESS HAPPENINGS • AREA EVENTS • SPORTS 
COMMUNITY STORIES • SCHOOL COVERAGE • CLASSIFIEDS & MORE! 


O Please complete the 
form below, and mail it in 
a secure envelope to: 

Agawam Advertiser News 
24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 


CALL OUR TOLL-FREE NUMBER 

1 - 800 - 824-6548 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 
YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER! 



f I want to 
subscribe to 
Agawam 
Advertiser News 


Enclosed is my payment for: 


□ $35.1 year in state 

□ $40.1 year out of state 

□ $50.2 year in state 

□ $60.2 year out of state 


□ CHECK ENCLOSED □ CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD 



Use our website to 
securely subscribe online at 

AGAWAMADVERTISERNEWS.TURLEY.COM 


i 

i 


□ New 


□ Renewal 


| I pjfi A GIFT CARD WILL BE SENT 
L-I UM1 TO ANNOUNCE YOUR GIFT! 


Name: 


Address:_ 

City:_State: _Zip: 

Phone:_ 

Credit Card #:_ 

Exp. Date:_CW2 code: _ 

Signature_ 

GIFT TO: 


Name:_ 

Address:_ 

City:_State: _Zip: 


AAN17TMC 
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Out & About 


Agawam Senior Center 


OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intended to promote free 
events, or those that directly affect a volunteer-driven or¬ 
ganization. Paid events that are not deemed benefits do 
not qualify. Non-charitable events that charge the public 
for profit are not allowed as we consider that paid adver¬ 
tising. The deadline to submit calendar items is Monday 
at noon. Send to the Agawam Advertiser News at aan@ 
turley.com, fax to 413-786-8457, or mail to Turley Pub¬ 
lications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. We usually 
print at least one week prior to an event. The listings 
should be brief with only time, date, location, activity ex¬ 
planation, and contact information. 

Friday, April 6 

AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCILS APPLAUSE SERIES 
continues with a concert by Sean Gaskell, who will pres¬ 
ent “Music and History of the West African Kora” at the 
Agawam Senior Center, 954 Main St., Agawam, at 7 
p.m. Free and open to the public. 

Sunday, April 8 

THE WEST SPRINGFIELD COIN CLUB will meet at 7 p.m. 
at Mittineague Congregational Church, 1840 Westfield 
St., West Springfield. A special coin topic will be pre¬ 
sented and discussed. Refreshments available. Guests 
welcome. For more information, call Peter Setian at 
413-596-9871. 


Lunch Menu 

Monday, April 9: Lasagna and meatballs, garden 
salad, fresh apple. 

Tuesday, April 10: Baked ham with pineapple 
sauce, sweet mashed potatoes, dilled carrots, birth¬ 
day cake. 

Wednesday, April 11 : Beef stew and biscuit, mixed 
vegetables, tossed salad, pears. 

Thursday, April 12: Roasted turkey, stuffing with 
cranberries and apples, corn, fruited Jell-0. 

Friday, April 13: Potato-crusted fish, rice with 
beans, spinach, pudding. 

Calendar of Events 

Monday, April 9: 8:15 a.m., weight training, yoga; 
9:45 a.m., line dancing; 10 a.m., Fallon Insur¬ 
ance agent available; 11:30 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 1 
p.m., Bingo; 1 to 5 p.m., AARP Smart Driver class 
(pre-registration required); 5:30 p.m., Zumba; 6:30 
p.m., Empowering Women Seminar (dining room). 
Tuesday, April 10: 9 a.m., sewing class, open 
knitting group, exercise class with Sue Woods from 
YMCA, Legislative Coffee Hour (state Rep. Nick 


Boldyga and state Sen. Don Humason); 9:45 a.m., 
exercise class with Sue Woods from YMCA; 10 a.m., 
Computer Tech Club meets; noon, ladies only bil¬ 
liards, canasta; 12:30 p.m., movie (“Still Mine”), mah 
jongg; 1 p.m., Mexican Train Game; 4:30 p.m. yoga 
with Loretta; 6 p.m., beginner line dance. 
Wednesday, April 11: 8:15 a.m., weight training, 
yoga; 9:45 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 10 to 11 a.m., free 
equipment tune-up (dining room); 11:15 a.m., tai 
chi; 12:30 p.m., bridge; 1 p.m., ballroom lessons, 
Scrabble; 1:30 p.m. Golden Agers Chapter 1 ban¬ 
quet; 4 p.m, ADA meeting; 5:30 p.m, Zumba Gold. 
Thursday, April 12: Last free tax prep by AARP (by 
appointment only); 9 a.m, exercise class with Sue 
Woods from YMCA; 9:30 a.m, quilting; 10:30 a.m. 
Reiki with Carlene; 12:15 p.m, bridge; 12:30 p.m, 
Mexican Train Game; 1 p.m, pitch, open art; 1 to 3 
p.m, free blood pressure check with Nurse Sher¬ 
ry; 1:30 p.m, writing group; 2 p.m. Melody Band 
practice; 4 p.m, yoga with Loretta; 6:30 p.m, pitch. 
Friday, April 13: 8:15 a.m, yoga; 9:15 a.m. Let’s 
Paint; noon, canasta; 1 p.m, pitch, cribbage; 4 p.m, 
card games. 


celebrate parenting and receive encouragement for 
the trials. 

THE WESTFIELD WOMAN’S CLUB’S clubhouse is 
available for rentals for wedding receptions, bridal 
showers, baby showers, graduation celebrations, and 
birthday and anniversary parties by the hour or the 
day. For more information, call Lilian at 413-568- 
2916. 

A BREAST CANCER AND MASTECTOMY SUPPORT 
GROUP meets the fourth Tuesday of each month 
from 6 to 7:15 p.m. at 2 South Bridge Drive, Suite 
1B, Agawam. Registration is required by calling 413- 
789-0200 or online at www.survivorjourneys.org. 

AN ALL CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets the first 
Tuesday of each month from 6 to 7 p.m. at Sacred 
Heart Parish Center, 1061 Springfield St, Feeding 
Hills. Registration is required by calling 413-789- 
0200 or online at www.survivorjourneys.org. 

A BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP meets the sec¬ 
ond Wednesday of each month at Heritage Woods 
Assisted Facility, 462 Main St, Agawam. Registra¬ 
tion is required by calling 413-789-0200 or online at 
www.survivorjourneys.org. 


Monday, April 9 

A ROAST TURKEY DINNER at St. David’s Episcopal 
Church, 699 Springfield St, Feeding Hills will include 
also salad, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable, dessert, 
coffee, and tea or lemonade. $10 for adults, $5 for chil¬ 
dren under 12 and free for children under 5. For reser¬ 
vations, call 413-786-6133. 

Wednesday, April 11 

THE ELM-BELCHER MASONIC LODGE, 53 River St, 
Agawam offers an all-you-can-eat spaghetti supper at 
a cost of $8 for adults, $4 for children. The public is 
welcome. 

Tuesday, April 17 

THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL is meeting at 7 p.m. 
at the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St, Agawam. 
The meeting is open to the public. There is no cost to 
join or serve. 

Saturday, April 21 

THE SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS WILL CELEBRATE AS¬ 
TRONOMY DAY from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. with a variety 
of cosmic activities suitable for all ages. Events are free 
with museums admission; planetarium shows are $3 for 
adults, $2 for children ages 3-17, and free for members. 
For more information, visit Springfieldmuseums.org. 

Sunday, April 22 

ANNUAL LUNKER TROUT DERBY hosted by the Mawa- 


ga Sportsmen’s Club, 377 Adams St, Agawam from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. No license required, no limit on trout. $15 
donation accepted. For more information, visit mawa- 
gasportingclub.com. 

EARTH DAY FESTIVAL AT THE SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. offers a wide array of environmen¬ 
tal education exhibits, programs, and engaging activities. 
For more information, visit Springfieldmuseums.org. 

Monday, April 23 

“HOW SWEET IS TOO SWEET? UNDERSTANDING YOUR 
DIABETES,” from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Agawam Senior 
Center, 954 Main St. will be presented by Dr. Anusah 
Sekhar, PharmD from the Southwick Pharmacy, Monday, 
April 23. To reserve a seat, call 413-821 -0605. 

ONGOING 

AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 459 Mill St, 
Agawam, offers a free “Crochet Club” the first and third 
Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to 8 p.m. All are in¬ 
vited to join, including men and women and beginners 
to experienced crocheters. Drop-ins welcome. Hooks 
and yarn available if needed. For more information, call 
413-786-7991. 

THE AGAWAM ST. PATRICK COMMITTEE meets the 
second Wednesday of each month, September through 
June, at 6:30 p.m. in the Peirce Conference Room at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St. For information 


Monthly: Mohegan Sun Casino 
trip with the Friends of the Agawam 
Senior Center. $25 per person. Call 
Penny at Friends of the Agawam 
Senior Center, 413-519-7223. 
April 17: The Log Cabin for “The 
Country Jamboree.” $51 per per¬ 
son includes meal, show, taxes and 
gratuities. Call Emile Cote at 413- 
335-9440. 

May 8-10: Amish Country of Lan¬ 
caster, Penn. Includes premier of 
“Jesus” at the Sight and Sound 
Theater, dinner theater production 
of “Grease” and more. Call Penny at 
Friends of the Agawam Senior Cen¬ 
ter for prices and more information, 
413-519-7223. 

May 14: The Log Cabin in Holyoke 
for “Barry Manilow Love Songs” and 
Mother’s Day brunch. $46 per per¬ 
son includes buffet, entertainment, 
taxes and gratuity. Transportation 
on your own. Call Emile Cote at 
413-335-9440. 

May 21: Aqua Turf Club in Plants- 
ville, Conn, for impersonation act, 
the Edwards Twins. $101 per per¬ 
son. Contact George Wheeler at 
413-569-3854. 

June 12: St. Clement’s Castle in 
Portland, Conn, for performance 
by Vincent Talarico. $88 per person 
includes meal and show. Contact 
George Wheeler at 413-569-3854. 
June 13-14: Ogunquit, Maine, for 
guided tour, Broadway musical at 
the Ogunquit Playhouse, tour of 
Bush Family Compounds at Walk¬ 
er’s Point, shopping and more. Call 
Penny at Friends of the Agawam 
Senior Center for prices and more 
information, 413-519-7223. 

June 21: Newport Playhouse & 
Cabaret Theater. $94 per person 
includes roundtrip transportation, 


TRIPPING 

luncheon, comedy show, cabaret 
show, and driver gratuity. Call Emile 
Cote at 413-335-9440. 

June 28: Circle Line Cruise around 
Manhattan Island for 2 1/2-hour 
sightseeing cruise. $93 per person. 
Contact George Wheeler at 413- 
569-3854. 

July 26: Medieval Times show in 
Lyndhurst, N.J, in an 11th centu¬ 
ry-style medieval castle. $102 per 
person includes lunch. Contact 
George Wheeler at 413-569-3854. 
Aug. 9: Westchester Dinner The¬ 
atre in Elmsford, N.Y, for a perfor¬ 
mance of “Anything Goes.” $107 
per person includes lunch. Contact 
George Wheeler at 413-569-3854. 
Aug. 20: Newport Playhouse & Cab¬ 
aret Theater for “No Tell Motel” and 
cabaret show. $98 per person in¬ 
cludes roundtrip transportation from 
Agawam, luncheon, comedy show, 
cabaret show and driver gratuity. Call 
Emile Cote at 413-335-9440. 

Aug. 30: Manggiona’s Italian 
restaurant and guided tour of 
Boston. $93 per person. Contact 
George Wheeler at 413-569-3854. 
Aug. 30: Explore Rockport and 
Gloucester, Mass, with lobster lun¬ 
cheon at Gloucester House Restau¬ 
rant. $89 per person includes all 
taxes and gratuities. Call Penny at 
Friends of the Agawam Senior Cen¬ 
ter, 413-519-7223 
Sept. 4-7: Tour Niagara Falls and 
dine at Betty’s Restaurant, visit 
Imax theater, dine at the Skylon 
Tower with visit and tasting at lo¬ 
cal winery. Call Penny at Friends 
of the Agawam Senior Center for 
prices and more information, 
413-519-7223 

Sept. 17-19: Tour Ogunquit and 
Portland, Maine with live perfor¬ 


mance at the Ogunquit Playhouse. 
Call Emile Cote at 413-335-9440 
for prices and more information. 
Sept. 19: Cruise on Webster Lake 
on a 19th century Mississippi 
Riverboat and lunch at the Point 
Breeze Restaurant. $89 per per¬ 
son. Contact George Wheeler at 
413-569-3854. 

Sept. 20: The Stadium Theater in 
Woonsocket, R.l. for performance 
by Georgette Jones. $83 per person 
includes roundtrip transportation 
from Agawam, luncheon, matinee 
and driver gratuity. Call Emile Cote 
at 413-335-9440. 

Sept. 27: Music of Andrew Lloyd 
Webber featuring Terry Barber at 
Chez Josef in Agawam. $59 per 
person. Transportation on your own. 
Call Penny at Friends of the Agawam 
Senior Center, 413-519-7223. 

Oct. 8-10: Visit the Finger Lakes, 
the Corning Museum of Glass, the 
Pleasant Valley Winery and a cruise 
on the Erie Canal. Contact George 
Wheeler at 413-569-3854. 

Oct. 16: Newport Dinner Train with 
shopping at Brick Market Place and 
Bowen’s Wharf. $78 per person 
includes taxes and gratuities. Call 
Penny at Friends of the Agawam 
Senior Center, 413-519-7223. 

Oct. 26-29: Tour Guebec City, 
cruise the St. Lawrence River, visit 
the St. Anne de Beaupre healing 
shrine and more. Call Emile Cote at 
413-335-9440 for prices and more 
information. 

Oct. 28: The Log Cabin in Holyoke 
for performance of “Chicago Trib¬ 
ute,” a celebration of country mu¬ 
sic. $55 per person includes meal, 
matinee, meal taxes and gratuities. 
Transportation on your own. Call 
Emile Cote at 413-335-9440. 


on how to join, call Vera Conway at 413-786-3247 or 
email Rosemary Sandlin at rosemarysandlin@gmail.com. 

ADULT DROP-IN SIT & KNIT meets at the Agawam Public 
Library at 750 Cooper St. Tuesdays from 1 -3 p.m. Bring 
your sticks and join other knitters for creative time. No 
registration is required. 

GRANDPARENT’S PLAYGROUP Wednesdays, 9:30 
a.m. to 11 a.m, at St. David’s Church, 699 Spring- 
field St, Feeding Hills. This free infant and toddler 
playgroup features music and movement, fostering 
children’s interactions and sharing skills. Open to 
all grandparents and their grandchildren. Follows 
school schedule. 

MOM 2 MOM takes place the second Tuesday of ev¬ 
ery month October through June, 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
at Agawam Congregational Church, 745 Main St. A 
round-table discussion hosted by a local “veteran” 
mom, this is a great way to have further conversation 
on recent cafe themes and parent education events, 


WIDOWED SUPPORT GROUP for anyone who has lost 
a spouse. Captain Charles Leonard House, 663 Main 
St, Agawam, the second Wednesday of the month, 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP for anyone 
who has lost a child, parent, sibling, or dear relative 
or friend. Captain Charles Leonard House, 663 Main 
St, Agawam, the second Wednesday of the month, 7 
to 9 p.m. 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
for those who have lost a child, parent, sibling, or 
dear relative or friend. Wednesday, Dec. 20, 3:15 to 
4:15 p.m. West Springfield Senior Center, 128 Park 
St, West Springfield 

YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR CAMPER may be worth more 
as a donation than a trade-in. Call the Massachu¬ 
setts Association for the Blind at 888-613-2777 for 
more information. Towing is free. All donations are 
tax deductible. 



CLUESACROSS 

1. Latin American 
dances 

7. European viper 

10. Finch-like birds 

12. Civil rights college 
organization 

13. A person who 
organizes 

14. Small carnivorous 
mammal 

15. City in Sweden 

16. Grayish-white 

17. Google certifica¬ 
tion (abbr.) 

18. Six (Spanish) 

19. The highest adult 
male singing voice 

21. Political action 
committee 

22. Exterior part of a 
home 

27. And, Latin 

28. Where pirates hide 
their bounty 

33. Six 


34. Cores 

36. Diego is one 

37. _Carvey, come¬ 

dian 

38. Aromatic plant 

39. Carry with great 
effort 

40. One point east of 
southeast 

41. Female cattle’s 
mammary gland 

44. Small fries 

45. Optimistic in 
tough times 

48. Make less distinct 

49. Surrounds 

50. Cost per mile 

51. A local church 
community 

CLUES DOWN 

1. “Beastmaster” 
actor Singer 

2. Rice-distilled 
liquor 

3. Messenger ribonu¬ 


cleic acid 

4. Wet, muddy 
ground 

5. Have an obliga¬ 
tion to 

6. Defunct Chevy 
convertible truck 

7. Deer-like water 
buffalo 

8. Skin lesion 

9. Amount in each 
hundred (abbr.) 

10. Where kids play 
ball 

11. Roman judge 

12. One who endures 
hardship without 
complaint 

14. Cover the sword 

17. “Frozen” actor 
Josh 

18. Eyeglasses 

20. Metal-bearing 

material 

23. Primitive persons 

24. Wild ox 


25. Group of countries 
(abbr.) 

26. Before 

29. Spanish be 

30. Opposite of the 
beginning 

31. With three uneven 
sides 

32. Gives a permanent 
post to 

35. Actors’ group 
(abbr.) 

36. Cavalry sword 

38. Gland secretion 

40. Marine inverte¬ 
brate 

41. Hybrid citrus fruit 

42. Pairs 

43. Used to serve food 

44. English broadcast¬ 
ing network 

45. Calendar month 

46. Comedic actress 
Gasteyer 

47. Company that 
rings receipts 


CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 19 
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Classifieds 


14 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 



1989 PETERBILT 362 DOT cer¬ 
tified N14 400 Cummins 13 speed 
700,000 miles. Call 413-283-3183 
Rob. $23,000 

ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 

- Restored with new woven seats - 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 

(413)267-9680 


ESTATE SALE 

LUDLOW 56 PAULDING ROAD 

April 6, 7, 8. 8-4 Fri/ Sat & 8-12 Sun. 
Contents of house. Everything must go! 


FIREWOOD 

FIREWOOD 

Fresh cut & split $150.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Ouality & vol¬ 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 

!!!! FRESH CUT FIREWOOD!!!! 

Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 

(413)348-4326. 

LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 

sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 1-800- 
373-4500. www.woodbundles.com 

PARTIALLY SEASONED OAK & 

Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 


HAY FOR SALE 

RYE STRAW, 1st & 2nd cut hay. Ex¬ 
cellent quality. Westview Farms 413- 
246-1721 413-245-1055. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to¬ 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga¬ 
tion. CALL 1 -800-417-0524 

COMCAST HI-SPEED INTER¬ 
NET $39.99/mo. (for 12 mos.) No term 
agreement. Fast Downloads! PLUS 
Ask About our Triple Play (TV- Voice- 
Internet) for $89.99/mo. (lock in 2 yrs.!) 
CALL 1-844-835-5117 

DEALING WITH WATER DAM¬ 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate¬ 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 

1-800-506-3367 

DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 

INVENTORS- FREE INFOR¬ 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con¬ 
sultation. 

LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


LUNG CANCER? 60 Years Old? If 
so, you and your family may be entitled 
to a significant cash award. Call 800- 
364-0517 to learn more. No risk. No 
money out of pocket. 

MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE¬ 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro¬ 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 

OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY¬ 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv¬ 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-800-732-0442 

PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser¬ 
vice or business to 1.7 million house¬ 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 

SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB #1 

Selling Walk-in tub in No. America. 
BBB Accredited. Arthritis Foundation 
Commendation. Therapeutic Jets. 
MicroSoothe Air Therapy System. 
Less that 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. 
Anti-Slip Floors. American Made. Call 
855-400-0439 for up to $1500. Off. 

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, 

Internet & Voice for $29.99/ea. 60 MB 
per second speed. No contract or com¬ 
mitment. We buy your existing contract 
up to $500.! 1-844-592-9018 

STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 

STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-286-0854 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want¬ 
ed. Planes, chisels, saws, levels, etc. 
Call Ken (413)433-2195. Keep your 
vintage tools working and get MONEY. 

WANTED ANTIQUES & COL¬ 
LECTIBLES Furniture, Advertising 
signs, Toys, Dolls, Trains, Crocks & 
Jugs, Musical Instruments, Ster¬ 
ling Silver & Gold, Coins, Jewelry, 
Books, Primitives, Vintage Clothing, 
Military items, Old Lamps. Any¬ 
thing old. Contents of attics, barns 
and homes. One item or complete 
estate. Call (413)267-3786 or 
(413)539-1472 Ask for Frank. WE 
PAY FAIR PRICES!!! 

WWI, WWII MILITARY items. 
American, German, Japanese, med¬ 
als, swords, uniforms, patches, hel¬ 
mets, photos, manuals, flight jackets, 
knives, boyonets. (413)885-2889 

WANTED TO BUY 

WANTED- COSTUME JEWELRY, 

gold and silver, furs. Please call for more 
information or text (413)512-3714 


SERVICES 




A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 

accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, base¬ 
ments, demo services 
10% disc, with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 

CALL NOW (413)531-1936 

acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheaper than 
dumpster fees and we do all the work. 
Lowest rates. Fully insured. (413)283- 
6512, cell (413)222-8868. 

ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS Clean¬ 
ings, inspections, repairs, caps, liners, 
waterproofing, rebuilds. Gutterbrush 
installations. Local family owned some 
1986. HIC #118355. Fully insured. 
(413)547-8500 

ADAM QUENNEVILLE ROOF¬ 
ING, SIDING, WINDOWS- Shin¬ 
gle, Flat and Metal Roofs, Slate Roof 
Repairs, Roof and Siding Shampoo 
Service, Gutter Covers, porches. Life¬ 
time Vinyl Siding, Windows, Skylights 
& Sun Tunnels. Call (413)536-5955 

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 

Established 1976. New re-roofs and re¬ 
pairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. Li¬ 
censed/ insured. Call (413)967-6679 

BOB ROBILLARD’S ODD JOB 
SERVICE Rubbish removal, attics, 
cellars, garages cleaned. Light moving. 
Gutters Cleaned. Call someone you 
know (413)537-5090 

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re¬ 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe¬ 
rience. Call Walt at (413)267-9680 
for estimate. 

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas¬ 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 

(413)563-0487 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN - FRIDAY AT NOON 

or call toll free: 800-824-6548 HILLTOWNS - MONDAY AT NOON /\ /\ 


CATEGORY: 



Quabbin— 
Village Hills h 

Circulation: L 
^. 50,500 C 





Number of Weeks:_ 


_ State:_Zip:_ 

X per week rate = $_ 


Credit Card: □ MasterCard QVISA □ Discover □ Cash □ Check#. 


. Exp. Date. 


Hilltowns 

Circulation: 9,800 <“*■ 

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
500 for each additional word. r 
Add $10 for a second Zone ( 
or add $15 to run in _ 

ALL THREE ZONES. 

First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


Suburban 

Residential 

Circulation: 

59,000 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


A&M TUNE-UPS 

Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 
Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 

Call Mike (413) 348-7967 

HANDYMAN SERVICES No job 

too small. Belchertown areas. Call 

(413)323-7669. 

PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lie #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 

PLUMBER - LICENSED AND 

experienced. Fair prices, Small 
jobs wanted. Lie. #19243. Call Ron 

(413)323-5897, (413)345-1602. 

SUNRISE HOME REPAIRS Spring 
Clean-ups, gutter cleaning, carpen¬ 
try, painting, property maintenance, 
after storm/tree cleanups. Small jobs 
welcome. Free estimates. (413)883- 
9033. 



WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR¬ 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur¬ 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 

DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 

COLEMAN APPLIANCE SER¬ 
VICE Servicing all makes and mod¬ 
els of washers, dryers, refrigerators, 
stoves, dishwashers, air conditioners. 
Also dryer vent cleaning. (413)536- 
0034 


CHILD SERVICES 

*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver¬ 
tising caring of children must list a li¬ 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 

MARIA MACHADO CLEANING 
SERVICE Residential. Good refer¬ 
ences. Free estimates, s English and 
Portuguese 413-885-4165. 


COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 

frustrating or frightening. I’ll come to 
you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, set¬ 
up, tutoring. Other electronics too. Call 
Monique (413)237-1035 


ELECTRICIAN 

BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 

service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti¬ 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 

DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lie. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


Amount of charge: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 
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JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 

#E16303 Free estimates. Senior Dis¬ 
counts. Insured. 40 years experience. 
No job too small. Cell (413)330- 
3682 


MCKENNA GREEN ELECTRIC 

Lie #20161A Reasonable residential 
electrical services. 24 hour emergency 
service. Prompt service is our special¬ 
ty. (413)210-9140 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

MENARD GARAGE DOORS Au¬ 
thorized Raynor dealer specializing in 
the best quality and selection of insu¬ 
lated garage doors. Sales, Installation, 
service and repairs of residential and 
commercial garage doors and open¬ 
ers. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call 
(413)289-6550, (413)626-1978 
or www.menardgaragedoors.com 


HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

ACO 

MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 

All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 

Call for all your needs. Windows, sid¬ 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in¬ 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lie. #97110, HIC Lie #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 

Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc¬ 
es. Lie #086220. Please call Kevin 

(978)355-6864. 


HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 

for all your exterior home improve¬ 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT¬ 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE¬ 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram¬ 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, additions. In¬ 
surance work. Fully insured. Free esti¬ 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


RJ FENNYERY HOME IM¬ 
PROVEMENT Professional roofing, 
siding, doors, windows, home re¬ 
pairs. Expert emergency leak repairs. 
Reasonable rates. Lice#CS066849, 
Reg.#149909 Bob 413-736-0276 


INSTRUCTION 

NEW YEAR 
NEW CAREER!! 
TRUCK DRIVERS in 
VERY HIGH DEMAND 

A & B CDL CLASSES 
(413)592-1500 

UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


LANDSCAPING 

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Got overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Maintenance 
413-636-5957 


BOMBARD LANDSCAPING- land¬ 
scape construction. Complete land¬ 
scape maintenance, walls, patios, tree/ 
shrub installation/ removal. Mulch, 
stone, mowing, pruning and clean-ups. 
413-538-8721 




CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 

Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, gutter cleaning. Total yard main¬ 
tenance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


FAMILY MAN LAWNMOWING 

professional service at affordable rates. 
One owner, one operator. Reliable and 
efficient. Call Danny (413)896-6922 
Agawam and Feeding Hills 


JJ BARBEAU LANDSCAPING 
FAMILY RUN 

FULL LANDSCAPE DESIGN & 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
AFFORDABLE WEEKLY 
MOWINGS 

SPRING/ FALL CLEAN-UPS 
BOBCAT WORK 
FULLY INSURED 
JASON (413)330-7230 



SPRING CLEANUPS, 
FERTILIZER PROGRAMS, 
DETHATCHING, 
WEEKLY/ BI-WEEKLY 
MOWING, 

RESIDENTIAL/ COMMER¬ 
CIAL, 

GUTTER CLEANING, 
INSURED AND LICENSED. 
FREE ESTIMATES 
(413)364-8090 
WWW.LJSUNLIMITEDLAN- 
SCAPING.COM 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio¬ 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow¬ 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 

(413)330-3917 


MASONRY 

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING All brick, block, 
stone, concrete. Hatchway doors, 
basement windows, chimneys rebuilt & 
repaired, foundations repaired, base¬ 
ment waterproofing systems, sump 
pumps. BBB+ rating. Free estimates. 
Lie #14790. Call (413)569-1611, 
(413)374-5377 


MASTER’S CONCRETE- all 

types of concrete floors, patios, drive¬ 
ways, walls, pools, sidewalks. Call 
(413)246-4538. Stampcrete, also. 


PAINTING 

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Since 1985. Interior/ Ex¬ 
terior. Call now. Free estimate. Com¬ 
mercial, Residential, new construction. 
Affordable carpentry, plaster, drywall 
restoration. Wallpaper removal. Insured. 
Owner operated, www.forbesandson- 
spainting.com 413-887-1987. 


KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES 

Residential interior painting/staining, 
wallpaper removal. 

Sheetrockand plaster repairs, Popcorn 
ceiling removal and resurfacing, quality 
products and workmanship. 

Insured 

Free estimates 
BBB Member 
www.kenspainting.tech 

(413)896-8264 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver¬ 
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323- 
6858. 


PAVING 

JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Driveways 
& Parking lots. Oil & stone. Choice of 
colors. Durable but yet inexpensive. 
Call 413-289-6033 


PLUMBING 

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lie #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace¬ 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 

“New Year” 

“New Projects” 

Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 

(413)668-5299 



10 9 

TAX' TOMB 

_ 



588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com | 

(413)589-1671 
PROCRASTINATORS WANTED 

Arc* you still putting off filing your taxes? 

Why not let the tax professionals at AJE Financial Services help! 

We will do whatever it takes (within our power) to make it as painless 
as possible. Why not give us a call today! It shouldn't have to hurt! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 

Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 

For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413 - 967-8364 


Call For An 
Appointment 




The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
Fax:413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 

Enrolled Agent 
Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


Income Tax Preparation 

~ 31 years tax experience ~ 




Bruce J. Charwick 


IRS 

PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 
(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 

413 - 283-8393 • 1 - 800 - 824-6548 


Personal & Small Business 


Federal & All States 



IRS Certified Tax Preparers 

1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @ cha rter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


m $50 OFF 

Reg. Prices 
To All New Clients 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 

413 - 283-8393 • 1 - 800 - 824-6548 


ROOFING 

EXPERIENCED ROOFER 

WORKS alone, quality work, licensed. 
Best prices for sheds, garages, and 
ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 

types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 40 

years experience. Commercial, resi¬ 
dential. Insured. Shingles, single-ply 
systems. Tar/ gravel, slate repairs. 24 
hour Emergency Repairs. (413)348- 
9568, (413)204-4841. (413)536- 
3279 


TREE WORK 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every¬ 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


H & H TREE SERVICE Fully in¬ 
sured. 15 yrs experience climbing. 
Call Dave for additional services. 413- 
668-6560 day or night. 


AUTO 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED Top Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, trucks, 
vans, big and small, running or not. 
Call (413)534-5400 


PETS 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 

MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 

GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 

WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 

ORG 


HORSES 

HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 

offered year round at our state of the 
art facility, beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo¬ 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


HELP WANTED 


FLEX-UTILITY WORKER 
(12:00 P.M.-8 P.M.) 
SPRINGFIELD AREA 
TRANSIT COMPANY 

SATCo is looking for a full-time 
Flex-Utility worker to perform routine 
bus cleaning activities, fuel buses, in¬ 
stall bus shelters and signs throughout 
the Pioneer Valley and perform other 
related duties. This is a safety sensi¬ 
tive position requiring a CDL class A 
or B, a safe driving record and a strong 
work ethic. (Sunday 3-11 pm, M-Thurs, 
12-8pm). $17.73 per hour with full 
benefits. Please review detailed job 
description and qualification require¬ 
ments under SATCo Careers at www. 
pvta.com. Upload cover letter and 
resume electronically via our website 
or mail to: SATCo, Human Resources 
Dept., 2840 Main Street, Springfield, 
MA 01107. AA/DF/EOE 


MAINTENANCE ASSISTANT 
LIFE CARE CENTER OF 
WILBRAHAM 

Part-time weekend position avail¬ 
able for 7 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Gen¬ 
eral maintenance experience 
required. We offer great pay and ben¬ 
efits in a team-oriented environment. 
Jeffrey Roberts 413-596-3111 1413- 
596-9072 Fax , 2399 Boston Rd. I Wil- 
braham, MA 01095 Jeffrey_Roberts@ 
lcca.com LifeCareCareers.com An 
Equal Opportunity Employer 110116 


MECHANIC 

VALLEY AREA TRANSIT CO. 

NORTHAMPTON 

Join our team of talented maintenance 
professionals. If you are an experi¬ 
enced mechanic looking to establish a 
long-term career path in a great work 
environment, you will want to explore 
this career opportunity. VATCo has 
two immediate openings for full-time 
bus mechanics (1:30pm - 10:00 pm, 
Mon-Fri, or Tues-Sat). Qualified indi¬ 
viduals who do not have the required 
commercial drivers license (CDL) may 
be eligible for company-paid CDL 
training. Competitive salary and full 
benefits package. Please review job 
description and qualification require¬ 
ments under Careers at www.pvta. 
com. Upload resume and cover letter 
via our website or mail directly to VAT¬ 
Co, Attn; HR Dept., 2840 Main Street, 
Springfield, MA 01107. AA/DF/EOE 



RATHBONE 

PRECISION METALS me. 


RATHBONE PRECISION 
METALS, INC. 

LOCAL MANUFACTURER 

Rathbone Precision Metals, Inc., a 
manufacturer of cold drawn and rolled 
metal shapes is now accepting appli¬ 
cations for various positions within the 
organization 1st & 2nd shifts. 

• Machine Operator 

• Fork Lift Driver 

• General Mill 

• CAD/CAM/EDM 

• CNC Operator and Machinist 

• Manufacturing/Mechanical Engineer 
The ideal candidates should demon¬ 
strate a good work ethic, be depend¬ 
able, have good judgment, and be a 
team player. Candidates should also 
have basic math skills, excellent com¬ 
munication skills and be able to pay 
close attention to detail. 

We offer competitive compensation 
and a comprehensive benefits pack¬ 
age. Rathbone Precision Metals, Inc 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer of 
minority/female/disability/veteran’s. 
Please forward your resume via email 
to linda.dias @ rathboneprofiles.com, 
Fax-413-283-9722 or mail to 1241 Park 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069. 

• Location: Palmer, MA 

• Compensation: TBD/ Pay based on 
experience 

• Equal Opportunity Employer of Mi¬ 
nority/Female/Disability/Veteran’s 

• Principals only. Recruiters please 
don’t contact this job poster 

• Please do not contact job poster 
about other services, products or com¬ 
mercial interests 


SMALL MANUFACTURING 
COMPANY located in Palmer is 
seeking a full-time non CDL driver. 
Also seeking a full-time person to work 
in manufacturing. Must be able to pass 
a pre-employment drug screening. 
Send resume to aherbert@atlasdie. 
com or apply in person at 8 First St., 
Bondsville, MA 01009. 


SUBSTITUTES NEEDED The 

Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School 
District is currently accepting applica¬ 
tions tor substitute custodians. Please 
apply on School Spring http://tinyurl. 
com/pgkhxsn or by downloading an 
application from our website www. 
hwrsd.org and mailing to Ed Cened- 
ella, Hampden-Wilbraham Regional 
School District, 621 Main St., Wilbra- 
ham MA 01095. 


* 


Post your 
job openings 
in our 
classifieds. 

We get results! 


JaVW/tM/ 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 



5 ROOM RANCH 3 bedrooms, 1 
bath, vinyl siding, car port, 2 sheds, Ig 
yard, finished basement, gas heat and 
hot water, central air, town water and 
sewer. 

$199,500.oo. 78 Georgetown Road off 
Kendall St. Ludlow, Call (413)374- 
5281 



REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 


t=i 

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


REAL ESTATE 

■ 

REAL ESTATE 

1 

REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 



EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY Park¬ 
ing lot, surveillance, all utilities !,650 
sq. ft. plus office. Owner retired. 413- 
583-2517. 


MONSON NEW 2 BEDROOM, 

granite counters, hardwood floors, 6x9 
storage. WD. Electric heat. No pets. 
413-289-1285 for appointment. 
$1100/mo. 


VACATION 

RENTALS 

WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@aol.com 
for more information. 



Find it in our 
Classified section! 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know¬ 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


WILBRAHAM CENTER 2ND 
FLOOR apartment. Heat & Electricity 
included. Range, Refrigerator, use of 
Laundry Room washer & Dryer and gas 
grill included. One Bedroom suitable 
for one or a couple. Pets candles or 
smoking not allowed. $900/month 
first, last and security. FLANNERY 
& COMPANY REALTORS(R)Since 
1969 Don@Flannery-Company.com 
413-596-9982 3 Springfield St., 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 


v Digital Photos 



TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications. 
Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 



Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD18P0533EA 
Estate of: Debra Eaton 
Date of Death: 10/27/2017 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment o Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Joely Marie Bowen 
of Agawam MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Joely Marie Bowen 
of Agawam MA be appoint¬ 
ed as Personal Representa¬ 
tive^) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in an unsupervised admin¬ 
istration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed¬ 
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 


a.m. on the return day of 
04/18/2018. 

This is NOT a hear¬ 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ¬ 
ten appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro¬ 
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent¬ 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper¬ 
vised administration is not 
required to file an invento¬ 
ry or annual accounts with 
the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin¬ 
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribu¬ 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: March 21, 2018 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

4/05/18 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis¬ 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 


HOWTO 

SUBMIT 

LEGAL 

NOTICES 

All legal notices to 
be published in the Aga¬ 
wam Advertiser News 
should be sent direct¬ 
ly to notices@turley. 
com. Please indicate the 
newspapers and publi¬ 
cation date(s) for the no¬ 
tice^) in the subject line 
of your email. For ques¬ 
tions regarding coverage 
area, procedures or cost, 
please call Jamie Joslyn 
directly at 413-283-8393 
x216. 

Turley Publications, 
Inc. publishes 15 weekly 
newspapers throughout 
Western Massachusetts. 

Visit www.turley.com 
for more information. 


COUNSELING I from page 8 


seniors to take up to one tree course in each semester 
through the College Now program. This is a great way 
to earn college credits while in high school while trying 
courses that may be helpful in exploring a potential ca¬ 
reer interest. See your counselor tor details. 

Scholarship information 

Students should see their counselor or visit the 
websites tor more information or an application: 
Technology Addiction Awareness Scholarship; Naval 
Reserve Officers Training Corps; Big Y Scholarship; 
Charitable and Educational Trust of the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts Order Sons of Italy in America; 
Yawkey Scholars Program; the Red Pine Scholarship; 
College Club of Springfield; West of the River Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce Scholarship; Rebekah Assembly of 
Massachusetts; Mark Bavis Leadership Foundation; 
the Charles H. Heyl Vocational/Technical Scholarship/ 
Grant; Stephen Phillips Memorial Scholarship Fund’s 
Western Massachusetts Scholarship Program Amer¬ 
ican College Foundation; Pioneer Valley Chapter of 
the Massachusetts Credit Unions; Walter S. Barr 
Scholarship; William R. Rooney Scholarship; Horace 
Smith Fund Scholarship; Berkshire Bank Scholarship; 
Springfield Garden Club; Holyoke Community College 
Foundation; Professional Women in Construction 
Conn. Chapter; Italian Cultural Center of Western 
Massachusetts; Agawam Democratic Town Commit¬ 
tee Award; Agawam Soccer Association; Agawam 
Soccer Association Sullivan Family Scholarship; Arthur 
J. Leary Scholarship; Agawam Soccer Association 
Christopher Knight Scholarship; Agawam Soccer As¬ 
sociation; Rich Parolo Scholarship; Ray and Reita Mc- 
Carroll Memorial Scholarship; Agawam Golden Agers 
Club; Andrew Gallano Scholarship for the Arts; Aga¬ 
wam High School PTSO STRIVE Scholarships; William 
J. Miller Scholarship; Agawam Education Association 
25 Week Club Scholarship; Andy Pac Memorial Schol¬ 
arship; Agawam Youth Football Scholarship; Holyoke 
Credit Union Scholarship Program; R. Kenneth Grady 
Memorial Scholarship; AHS Class of 1947 Scholar¬ 
ship; Agawam Junior High PTO Scholarship; American 
College Foundation Visionary Scholarship; Six Flags 
New England Scholarships; the Advertising Club of 
Western Massachusetts; Advertising Club of West¬ 


ern Massachusetts; Agawam Municipal Scholarship; 
James Clark School PTO Scholarship; Community 
Foundation of Western Mass.; Agawam Garden Club; 
Valley Press Club; Agawam Lioness Club Eileen Egan 
Teaching Scholarship; Agawam Lioness Club Medical 
Field Scholarship; Faolin Pierce Scholarship; Barbara 
Skolnick Scholarship(s); GFWC Agawam Junior Wom¬ 
en’s Club 2018 Scholarship; Mouneimneh Future 
Teacher Scholarship; Pascal A. Deliso Scholarship; 
Agawam Lions Club; Agawam Little League Memorial 
Scholarship; Donald J. Charest Memorial Scholarship; 
Kiwanis Club of West Springfield/Agawam; Jewish 
Endowment Foundation; Emily K. Dushane Memorial 
Foundation Scholarship; DJJ Foundation Scholarship; 
Matthews Mass. Memorial Fund Scholarship; AHS 
Class of 1980 Scholarship; Future Medical Career 
Club Scholarship; William B. Menard Memorial Schol¬ 
arship; Junior League of Greater Springfield; The Ku- 
lundrux Foundation (Kyle J. W. Hendricks Scholarship 
Fund); I Found Light Against All Odds scholarship; In¬ 
surance Center of New England Scholarship; Rovithis 
Realty Scholarship; Agawam High School Band Par¬ 
ents Association Scholarship; Horatio Alger Associa¬ 
tion Career & Technical Scholarship. 

StudentScholarships.org is a website that lists many 
scholarships that are available to students. Currently, 
the 10 programs that are listed will give out more than 
$1 million to students in the 2017-18 school year. Visit 
studentscholarships.org for more information. 

The American Student Assistance College Planning 
Centers offer free assistance with completing financial 
aid applications, both in-person, at Centers, and over 
the phone 877-332-4348. Additionally, the Boston 
College Planning Center is holding FAFSA Workshops 
every Saturday from 10 to 11 a.m. and Federal Stu¬ 
dent Aid ID Workshops every Tuesday from 6 to 7 p.m. 
through Dec. 16. More information is available by call¬ 
ing Kristi Pierce at 617-728-4608. 

Studentscholarships.org currently lists 10 schol¬ 
arships that will give out more than $1 million to 
students in the 2017-18 school year. Students from 
Massachusetts schools are eligible for all of the cur¬ 
rent awards that are listed. 

The American Legion High School Oratorical Schol¬ 
arship Program provides scholarships up to $18,000. 
Contestants address Constitution topics and are 
scored by independent judges. For more information, 
email oratorical@legion.org. 


WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

Public Notices 

ARE NOW ONLINE 

1 Email all Access archives and Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 

notices to digital tear sheets by public notice web site to search all notices in 

notices@turley.com newspaper title. Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 
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Our Town 


Grocery associate is now a cereal celebrity 


ENFIELD, Conn. — Kristin Kelley of Aga¬ 
wam is featured on a limited-edition Cheerios 
box being sold at the ShopRite store in En¬ 
field, Conn., where she works. 

ShopRite teamed up with General Mills, 
the marker of Cheerios, to raise $1.5 million 
to support food banks in communities served 
by the six-state supermarket chain. The 40 
stores that raised the most funds in checkout 
donations last September each got to name 
two employees to have their pictures featured 
on the back of a Cheerios box. Kelley and her 
coworker Jennifer Racette, of Enfield, were 
chosen to represent their store. 

“Since 1999, $46 million has been donated 
to local food banks through the ShopRite Part¬ 
ners In Caring program,” said Christine Mag- 
yarits, a spokesman for the campaign. “The 
Cheerios contest is one of our favorite annu¬ 
al events and highlights our partners’ in the 
fight against hunger, including our dedicated 
ShopRite associates, our generous customers, 
and General Mills, a longtime vendor partner 
who shares our passion for helping those in 
need of food assistance.” 

The special Cheerios boxes will be sold 
only at ShopRite. 



Agawam resident Kristin Kelley, left, and her colleague Jennifer Racette point to their photos on a Cheerios 
box design unveiled March 23. Both are associates at the ShopRite store in Enfield, Conn., which raised 
money for food pantries. SUBMITTED PHOTO 



The town has hired a special inspector to investigate health and building code violations at the Agawam Trailer Court on Spring- 
field Street. PHOTOS BY PETER SPOTTS 


TRAILER I from page 1 

sagging floors, collapsing 
ceilings, or no water or 
electricity. Arroyo said the 
four unoccupied trailers 
that were condemned have 
been unoccupied for “a long 
time” and guaranteed any 
of the trailers he currently 
owns, and are currently in 
use, would not have major 
violations. 

“When the inspections 
come, I’ll make sure what 
needs to be done gets done,” 
Arroyo said. “I anticipate it 
being very little.” 

Mayor William Sapelli 
said the town hired Kaniec- 
ki following complaints 
about some of the condi¬ 
tions at the trailer court, 
and the town wants to en¬ 
sure occupants are living in 
safe conditions. 

“The end game is that if 
those trailers are units that 
people can live in safely and 
appropriately, great,” he 
said. “If they’re not — and 
I know some of them are 
condemned and are not oc¬ 
cupied right now because 
they are condemned — then 
clean them up and get rid of 
them. Some of those trailers 
are from the ’50s and ’60s.” 

Town Solicitor Steve 
Buoniconti explained, “I’ve 
been involved in the con¬ 
cerns and the issues. We 
were having a hard time 
trying to figure out a path to 
address the multiple issues. 
We were getting calls from 
multiple members up there.” 


The decision to bring 
an outside consultant was 
made based on the size, 
scope and time needed 
inspect all 35 units at the 
court. Buoniconti said the 
workload would “over¬ 
whelm” the Health Depart¬ 
ment if it had to be done 
in-house. 

Sapelli added that the 
demands of the project, in 
addition to her other town 
duties, would take Auer up to 
six months to get everything 
in the park checked out. He 
expressed the consultant 
was needed to get the en¬ 
tire project done within the 
same timeframe and confi¬ 
dence in Kaniecki’s abilities. 

“I wanted to get this 
addressed right away,” Sa¬ 
pelli said. “Getting them 
all inspected at the same 
time and dealing with it 
and getting them to the 
point where it is livable, 
and safety is not concern. 
[Kaniecki] does this for a 
living. He’s a licensed health 
inspector, worked for the 


attorney general’s office, 
so he comes with pretty 
good credentials.” 

Auer explained there 
were several potential 
issues the town wanted 
to investigate, some of 
which she said she could 
observe — such as broken 
windows or poorly main¬ 
tained skirting — just by 
driving through the area. 


“There are a num¬ 
ber of violations of state 
sanitary code and we’re 
trying to put together 
a plan to provide these 
residents with better 
living conditions,” Auer 
explained. “Our aim is 
not to displace people, 
but we have to make sure 
they’re living in safe and 
sanitary conditions too.” 


Auer said the inspec¬ 
tion of the final 10 to 12 
trailers in the park, which 
are owned by the occu¬ 
pants, is scheduled to 
place on Monday, April 9. 
She explained it’s some¬ 
times hard to keep track 
of exactly how many 
homes are in the park be¬ 
cause some are campers 
that come and go. 


ICNE hires 
account exec 

Insurance Center of New 
England announced the con¬ 
tinued expansion of its group 
benefits team with the ad¬ 
dition of Valerie Francis, a 
15-year in¬ 
surance in¬ 
dustry veter¬ 
an and group 
benefits 
specialist. 

As account 
executive at 
ICNE, Fran¬ 
cis will have 
multiple re¬ 
sponsibilities, including help¬ 
ing business clients strategize 
affordable and comprehensive 
employee benefits programs 
at annual renewal time and 
throughout the year. 

“One of my most important 
roles will be supporting busi¬ 
ness owners and human re¬ 
source managers as they try to 
manage the costs of their ben¬ 
efits solutions, whether it be 
for their health, vision, dental, 
voluntary benefits, group life, 
or any other benefits solu¬ 
tions,” said Francis. Addition¬ 
ally, she will be responsible 
for helping ICNE bring in new 
business clients, particularly 
those who are looking for an 
insurance partner that takes 
a customized and strategic 
team approach to benefits 
planning and renewal negoti¬ 
ations with carriers. 

In 2003, Francis began her 
career in insurance at Aetna, 
Springfield, where she served as 
a customer service rep trainer in 
the benefits group and focused 
on educating her CSRs on how 
to explain benefits to employ¬ 
ees. After seven years as a train¬ 
er, she transitioned to the group 
benefits team at Health New 
England, Springfield, where she 
was promoted to a supervisory 
role and eventually moved into 
the sales department. 



Valerie Francis 
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INTRODUCING OUR 
HIGH-TECH PROFESSIONAL 

sign & banner 

PRINTING SERVICES 



COMPETITIVE PRICING 

because we're a 
high volume print shop 

QUICK TURNAROUND 
AND DELIVERY 


DESIGN EXPERTISE 

because we have 12 in-house 
experienced graphic artists 

UNLIMITED OPTIONS 

for BUSINESS & PERSONAL needs 


add some 
flair to any 
event! 


any width... 
and up to 5 feet tall! 


CALL US TODAY 

508.792.0650 

or email us at signs@surabianadvertising.com 


SURABIAN ADVERTISING IS A DIVISION OF TURLEY PUBLICATIONS. 



INTRODUCTORY OFFER FOR ■ 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS READERS I 

50&I 

VOUR FIRST ORDER > ^ 

GOOD TIL APRIL 6, 2018. ! 

Excludes shipping, sales tax and design services. 
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Sarah Ross pitches in the fifth inning last Friday afternoon against Wahconah. Ross hopes to be the latest in Angelina Shayda fields a grounder at 
a long line of great starting pitchers for Agawam softball. PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELU second base. 



Emily Fountain socks a single to the outfield for Agawam. 


Mia Perella sprints down the line after making contact. 


SOFTBALL I from page 12 

the fifth inning. A couple of bloops allowed 
Wahconah to get some runners on base. 

Later in the inning, an error with 
the bases loaded would allow Wah¬ 
conah to plate a pair of runs, and the 
floodgates would open from there. 
Wahconah scored four times in the fifth 
inning, three times in the sixth inning, and 
added four more in the seventh inning. 
Most of the runs, which all were charged 
to Ross, were unearned. The new varsity 
pitcher only allowed eight hits. 

One huge positive for the right-hander 
was that she showed great control with 
just one walk. She also had eight strikeouts 
while showing good velocity on her fastball. 

While the score may not have reflected it, 
it was a positive debut for a pitcher who had 
never pitched at the varsity level before. 

Agawam did graduate a few of their 
better offensive players from last season, 
including last year’s starting pitcher and 
leadoff hitter, Katie Grasso. 

Ross assumed the leadoff duties and did 
single in her first at-bat of the season. 

Agawam got its two runs in the bottom 
of the third inning to take the lead. Macken¬ 
zie Boyle would draw a two-out walk, and 
clean-up hitter Emily Fountain drove her in 
with an RBI triple to deep right field. A sin¬ 
gle by Mia Perella would plate Fountain, and 
Nikki Bates would keep things going with a 
double to put runners on second and third. 
But Olivia Frogameni would ground back to 
the pitcher to end the threat. 

The Brownies bring back the majority 
of its infield with Bates, Gianna Boyle, and 
Mia Perella. Fountain returns after having a 
huge year at the plate last year and will be 
the starting centerfielder. 

Sam Saloio and Mackenzie Boyle joined 
her in the outfield. Madison O’Connell, 
who played outfield last year, will have a 
chance to be the starting catcher this year. 

After a snow-out on Monday, the Brown¬ 
ies are back in action on Monday, April 9 at 
Westfield High School. 


Introducing the 
Companion Deposit Account. 


11 -Month CD 

1 . 77 &” 


or 


26-Month CD 

2.2 Fi~ 


PLUS 


Companion 
Deposit Account 

1 . 40 & 


An account to accompany newly issued CDs that provides members the best 
in savings - HIGH YIELD and NO TIME COMMITMENT. To open one, 
stop by any branch. 



Holyoke 

CREDIT UNION 


You are not alone. 


*The Companion Deposit Account interest rate and Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective March 15, 2018 and may change at any time, as determined by the Credit Union's board of directors. Interest will be compounded every 
day. Interest will be credited to your account every month. If you close your deposit account before interest is paid, you will not receive the accrued interest. Companion Deposit Account must be opened and funded the same 
day as the associated time deposit (CD). The minimum balance required to open this account is $10.00. No minimum balance required. No monthly maintenance service charge. Interest is calculated by the daily balance method, 
which applies a daily periodic rate to the balance in the account each day. Interest will begin to accrue on the business day you deposit noncash items (for example, checks) to your account. The Companion Deposit Account cannot 
exceed the balance of the associated time deposit (CD). In-person withdrawals are required. There is no limit on the number of withdrawals. 

**Annual Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of 3/15/18 and subject to change without notice. $1,000 minimum to open and earn stated APY. Fees could reduce earnings on account. Early withdrawal penalties may be imposed. 
Other CD terms and rates available. 



HOLYOKE: 490 Westfield Road 


FEEDING HILLS: 14 North Westfield Street 
413-532-7007 • www.holyokecu.com 


W. SPRINGFIELD: 333 Elm Street 



























